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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

Meeting of the Parish Council: Thursday 10th September 2026

Present: Chairman : Tim Wakeham. Councillors : Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Hepworth, Henry Reddaway, James Cater and Frances Hewison. Clerk : Rachel Hooper.  Ten members of the public. 

A member of the public updated the council on the Clam Bridge repair project. Fundraising has progressed well, with work due to begin on 21st September. Of the £5,950 required, only £2,200 remains outstanding. The Adrian Swire Charitable Trust has pledged £1,000 and Manaton Parish Council has applied to the Manaton Show for a further £1,000, leaving a possible shortfall of £800. The council agreed to cover any remaining shortfall. 

Another member of the public spoke about the People’s Emergency Briefing film, encouraging local communities to promote the screening. The Village Hall would need to be booked for 4 hours. 


1. Apologies for Absence – County Councillor Sally Morgan, Sarah James 

2. Declarations of Interest – none 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the meeting held on 9th July 2026 were approved

4. Correspondence 

a. Request received for use of the Orchard for a picnic on Friday 18th September for a group of about 16 people – approved
b. Requests to retain the Nature Garden – A member of the public reminded the parish council of previous discussions about relocating the Nature Garden due to noise concerns.  A possible alternative location suggested was outside of the Village Hall, though fencing had been raised as an objection. The Chair spoke and said it was not agreed to relocate; it was agreed it would be looked into. The member of the public asked that the July 2022 minutes be checked for clarity.
The Chair advised 14 emails had been received in favour of keeping the Nature Garden, 2 were not local so not counted, and 4 emails against. The Chair confirmed the Nature Garden will remain in its current location, but volunteers are to keep it maintained. A member of the public will put together a rota and share it with the parish council. It was agreed there would be no pots or pans in the Nature Garden. 
The Chair will prepare a short explanation of what the Nature Garden is for clarity. The Chair pointed out the Orchard is a public space for everyone to use. 
c. Correspondence received requesting a contribution to the Clam Bridge repairs after the storm damage. The repairs will total £6,000 – as above, the PC agreed to fund any shortfall.
d. Correspondence requesting the Parish Council pay for the use of the village hall for a screening of The National Emergency Briefing – it  was agreed the PC would fund
e. Correspondence requesting use of the Orchard as part of a memorial gathering, happening in the Village Hall – approved 

5. Public toilets - update on the Parish Council possibly taking on the toilets – A local builder inspected the public toilets. Findings included cracks in adjoining walls and areas of stonework requiring rendering. The roof appears sound. James contacted Mel Stride who replied he had raised the issue with the District Council but they had not replied. James also wrote to the President of the British Chamber of Commerce, who is an advisor to Andy Burnham, who referred James back to our local MP -Mel Stride.  
As a reminder, the district council requires the PC to cover both the legal transfer and the district councils associated costs. If the PC later wished to sell the toilets, a repayment clause would apply.  All local councils with ‘assets’ are in the same situation. 

6. Planned IT workshop – an update on a possible IT workshop – James is struggling to coordinate dates so will look at later options. 

7. Preschool   - to receive a report from the Village Hall Committee – The Village Hall is exploring a possible preschool for 0-5 year-olds. Four expressions of interest have been received: one from Chudleigh, one more local, and two corporate providers. The closing date is 20th September and the Village Hall Committee will then decide. The Village Hall Committee are aware of concerns including traffic speed, and car parking. To ease any issues, they will speak with The Cleave to see if the pub car park can be used, as well as stagger drop off and pick up to limit disruption to the village. The committee advised the PC that the Nature Garden and Orchard are an asset, and could compromise finding a new preschool if the PC did not allow use of them. The Village Hall Committee empathise with noise, and will ensure noise levels are kept to a minimum. If a new preschool is not found, the Village Hall would lose £10,000 per annum, so would need continuous fundraising and would have to triple hire rates. The Village Hall Committee hopes a new preschool will start in January 2027. Any questions about a new preschool are to go to the Village Hall Committee. At the moment, no plans have been made for a Summer School. 

8. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal – no update

9. Finance 
a. The July and August summaries were approved
b. To agree the insurance renewal terms were approved

10. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting) – none 

11. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing: 
i) 0197/26 0197/26 Construction of a detached single storey domestic garage within the residential curtilage of the existing dwelling, Pepperdon Mine, Moretonhampstead Road TQ13 9SN – note this property does not fall under Lustleigh Parish Council, however, Dartmoor National Park listed it under Lustleigh.

b. DNP Planning Decisions : 
i) 0146/26 Temporary use of agricultural land for delivery access and parking in association with proposed works at adjacent property at Souther Wreyland, including temporary removal of boundary hedge and temporary access to highway, land south of South Wreyland, Lower Knowle Road, TQ13 9TS- refused
ii) 0197/26 Construction of a detached single storey domestic garage within the residential curtilage of the existing dwelling, Pepperdon Mine, Moretonhampstead Road TQ13 9SN- refused
iii) 0129/26 Replacement of existing shed, land to east of Combe House, Mapstone Hill TQ13 9SE-granted conditionally 

12. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended – 2 meetings as above (toilets)
b. Website 
Unique visits 		July 2025	July 2026	August 2025	August 2026
			385		942		703		660
c. Orchard – a clear up in the Orchard will happen the week before apple picking. At the moment, there is no plans for another cut in the Orchard but will be monitored.
13. Village Maintenance – update on potholes – James advised a good number had been filled in and around the village. Relationship with DCC continues to be good. Ellimore Hill will receive a full re-surfacing in 4-8 weeks. More volunteers have joined the village pothole working group. 
The PC will check buddles and grit bins in the coming weeks. 
The PC to ask Devon County Council if they can write directly to the occupiers of homes that have filled in a buddle. 
The water leak on the corner of Brookfield is being addressed by a South West Water contractor. It comes from a broken pipe and South West Water have apologised. 

14. Playground and Play Equipment – Sheila will contact Mac to arrange a date for the fencing.


15. Date of Next Meeting – 8th October 2026	



