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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 14th May 2026 

Present: Chairman : Tim Wakeham. Councillors : Sheila Palmer, Henry Reddaway, Jeremy Hepworth, James Cater, Sarah James, Frances Hewison. Clerk : Rachel Hooper. Three members of the public. 

A member of the public raised concerns about what they felt was excessive noise from the preschool nature garden and suggested having another working party to look at the preschool agreement and to see if there could be another resolution. Concerns included drumming, singing and rumbling noises from trikes as well as noise around collection time at the end of the preschool day. They suggested to the parish council that this is relocated elsewhere, and asked the Parish Council to review the whole agreement, and the impact it has on residents including what they felt were rising numbers children attending the preschool. Sheila advised the member of public, that the agreement is between the Preschool, Village Hall and Lustleigh Parish Council. Sheila visited the preschool and they have agreed to stop the saucepans again and that during the summer holidays, the holiday club will go to the Cricket Club again. Tim mentioned this would all be discussed at the meeting with the preschool in June. A member of the public asked if the nature garden could be moved to a different location, and stated that in the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held in 2022 on this subject, it was agreed it would be. The chair did not feel this was the case but Rachel agreed to check the minutes and report back to the councillors. A member of the public asked if they should be speaking to the Village Hall committee. The chair explained that anything related to the village hall should go to the Village Hall committee and anything related to orchard, should go to the parish council. A member of the public mentioned the parking and preschool. Jeremy suggested there are a few builders working in the area at the moment and that it should be better once the works has finished. Tim and Frances to have a meeting with the preschool, and Rachel to add to the agenda for the June meeting as this could not be formally discussed at the meeting as it was not on the agenda.   


1. Apologies for Absence –  County Councillor Sally Morgan

2. Annual Meeting

a) Election of Chair and Signature of Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office – Tim Wakeham was proposed by Sheila and seconded by Jeremy. Tim signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

b) Election of Vice Chair – Sheila Palmer was proposed by Jeremy and seconded by James. 

c) Assignment of Individual Councillor’s Responsibilities 
a. Orchard – Jeremy & Tim
b. Play area and equipment -Tim & Jeremy
c. Preschool contact – Frances 
d. Planning – Sarah & Sheila 
e. Village maintenance – All 
f. Village hall representative – Henry 

3. Declarations of Interest – Sarah is Chair of Landworks 

4. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the meeting held on 12th March 2026 were approved

5. Correspondence -none

6. Public toilets- update on the Parish Council possibly taking on the toilets – Sarah and James have a meeting on 26th with Teignbridge District Council and will report back. Sarah suggested having a formal parish council site  visit to the toilets to look at all options including unisex toilets which would cut cleaning costs or hiring out part of the building as storage space. Rachel to ask Teignbridge District Council for proposed terms and conditions ahead of Sarah and James meeting with them. Rachel briefly ran through encouraging feedback received to date from the consultation which remains open. 

7. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending

8. Finance 
a. To approve the March and April summaries - approved


9. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).

10. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing: 
i) 0129/26 Replacement of existing shed at land to East of Coombe House, Mapstone Hill, Lustleigh TQ13 9SE - Approved
ii) 0120/26 & 0121/26 Alterations and extension to dwelling, replacement garage and summerhouse at Souther Wreyland TQ13 9TS – Object 
iii) 0132/26 & 0133/26 Replacement greenhouse and new sunken lean-to pit house, including dismantling and reinstatement of a section of wall and restoration of southern garden with castellations at South Harton Farm, TQ13 9SG – member of public explained works - Approved


b. DNP Planning Decisions : 
i) 0020/26 Single storey rear extension, external rendering, replacement of pitched roof with flat and raising of existing flat roof, new storage building, new workshop, new track and associated landscaping, including widened parking area- Coombe Orchard, Mapstone Hill, Lustleigh TQ13 9SE – Grant conditionally 
ii) 0047/26 Rear two storey extension to form utility room on ground floor and enlarge existing first floor bathroom to provide disabled shower- High Orchards, Knowle Road TQ13 9SP – Granted


11. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended none 
b. Website
March 2025        March 2026       April 2025       April 2026
498		284		464		324


c. Orchard – the orchard has had a cut and old branches have been sawn up. Bracken has had a strim. Will monitor for when it needs another cut.
d. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs -22 new pot holes logged, mostly Ellimore-hopefully feedback next week. James to check in with pot hole team. Rachel to email Councillor Sally Morgan about the state of the road at Pullabrook, Mapstone Hill and just before the bridge after Brookfield, ahead of the planned roadworks on the A382.
· Tim and James to follow up to review buddle holes. Rachel to find legal situation re concreting buddle holes up.
e. Playground and Play Equipment –An inspection has now taken place. Mostly all of the report findings were low risk. Rachel will go through the low-risk findings and report back to the councillors.  The tractor was moderate risk, due mainly to rotting wood. Sarah and Tim will look into new play equipment to replace the tractor with a rough budget of £9-10k. The fencing around the play area also needs replacing. 


12. Date of Next Meeting – 11th June 2026




Actions from meeting:

· Rachel to check the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held in 2022
· Tim and Frances to have a meeting with the pre-school in June, preferably before the next parish meeting. 
· Rachel to add the pre-school and agreement to the agenda for the next meeting, in June.
· Rachel to ask Teignbridge District Council for proposed terms and conditions ahead of Sarah and James meeting with them.
· Rachel to email County Councillor Sally Morgan about the state of the roads at Pullabrook, Mapstone Hill and just before the bridge after Brookfield.
· Tim and James to follow up to review buddle holes
· Rachel to find legal situation re concreting buddle holes up.
· Sarah and Tim to look at play equipment to replace the tractor in the playpark
· Rachel to go through low risk findings on the playground inspection and report back to the councillors. 
