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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Annual Parish Meeting Minutes

Held on 7:30pm on Thursday 9th April 2026 


Present: Chairman: Sheila Palmer. Councillors: James Cater, Sarah James, Frances Hewison. 
County Councillor: Sally Morgan. Clerk: Rachel Hooper. 41 members of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence – Tim Wakeham, Jeremy Hepworth

2. Chairman’s Welcome – the chairman warmly welcomed everyone to the meeting

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the annual parish meeting held on 10th April 2025 were approved

4. Parish Council Annual Report – the chairmans report is on the website and available on request

5. Report from Devon & Cornwall Constabulary -PCSO Paul Wilson gave his report. To summarise :

In the period from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2026, there were 20 recorded offences in the Lustleigh parish – assault = 9, criminal damage = 4, dog offences = 1, drug offence = 1, communication offence = 1, stalking = 1, theft = 2, public order = 1

During the same period, Police also responded to 11 other non-crime occurrences in the same period of time. 

The figures show that Lustleigh remains a safe place to live, work, and visit.

 There is a new Neighbourhood Beat Manager, PC Jo Gilbrook. 

The clerk was asked to invoice PC Jo Gilbrook to the next council meeting.

6. Report from Dartmoor National Park Area Ranger -report given by William Jackson

7. Reports from Visiting Councillors – Councillor Sally Morgan gave her report. To summarise:

LGR (Local Government Reorganisation) is the reason for assets like the toilets being transferred to parishes. 

The council have been doing their best to keep up with the potholes appearing on roads, the amount of rain hasn’t helped.

Sally advised she enjoys working with Lustleigh Parish Council, and that she is always contactable.

8. Representatives from the following local organisations delivered their reports:
I) Garden Society
II) Lustleigh Society
III) Village Hall Committee
IV) Music Society
V) LEAP
VI) LADs
VII) Parish Magazine
VIII) Rifle Club
IX) Lustleigh Show Committee
X) May Day
XI) Drama Group


9. Lustleigh public toilets report from the Parish Council – Councillor Sarah James presented everyone with the case for taking on the public toilets when Teignbridge District Council divest their responsibility for this next year. Estimated costs for taking on the toilets including repairs to the fabric of the building, ongoing servicing and maintenance were presented (this was also printed out for members of the public). The implications of this were set out in the likely increase in the parish precept.
To get an idea of what those present thought, a vote was taken and the clear majority voted for the toilets to be kept. A member of the public commented that toilets are needed when people use the Church for weddings, funerals, concerts etc. Others made the point that it is not only visitors that use these facilities, and that they and their families use them regularly too. There was concern about the implications for public health and dignity if there were no facilities available.
One purpose of the presentation was to seek views on the best way to canvass opinions from parishioners. Moretonhampstead have sought views that included non-residents but it was felt that we could take it as a given that visitors would like to be able to access toilet facilities and that we really needed to focus on residents as they would be funding this through an uplift in the precept.
A member of the public suggested we should record house name and postcode and numbers of residents. One member of the public suggested a message on facebook to give details on the taking on the toilets and how to vote. Another member of the public commented they would prefer that communication isn’t limited to facebook or computer-based communication. A member of the public mentioned they have a mailing list of just addresses of the village from a drawn boundary, no names just addresses (licensed). They did a mail shot end of last year which cost £300 in envelopes and stamps. Another member commented that we should also send out the information and ability to vote via email. Shirley and Dean at Lustleigh Dairy have kindly offered to host a box for responses to be deposited
Councillor Sally Morgan spoke to say nobody wants to shut the toilets but given the shift in LGR, cuts need to be made. To get the best deal possible, when a larger council comes in they will look to cut cost. Bovey Tracey Town Council have kept toilets which are being run better.


10. Questions from Residents – a question was asked why the council tax for the parish has gone down. This has been asked of Teignbridge District Council, as the budget put forward was an increase on last years, and the reply received was it was due to a larger increase in tax base-change of holiday homes, single person discount etc.

11. Date of Next Meeting: April 2027 (exact date to be confirmed)




Signed:   						Date:
Chair of Lustleigh Parish Council

