

LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

Meeting of the Parish Council: Thursday 12th February 2026 

Present: Chairman : Tim Wakeham. Councillors : Sheila Palmer, Henry Reddaway, James Cater, Sarah James, Frances Hewison. County Councillor Sally Morgan. Clerk : Rachel Hooper. Eight members of the public.

A member of the public expressed concern about drains, gutters and potholes around the village. Another member thanked the parish council, James and Sarah in particular for their help in liaising with DCC to rectify a flooding issue at Pethybridge. The member of the public explained there was 3-4 inches of standing water which obscured a 2ft x 2ft 2” 6 inch deep pothole, which was also above a culvert, and is the only really accessible road from Pethybridge, it caused a lot of problems for people. DCC deployed 4 personnel to clear the drain and fill the pothole. The work isn’t completely finished as the pot holes need sealing and a jet through one of the drains. Another member of the public added they were frustrated that DCC fix one pot hole and leave others nearby. The Chairman spoke and agreed the roads are awful in the village, as they are everywhere else at the moment, and said the best thing the parish council can do is to keep inundating DCC. James then thanked 2 members of the public for logging and registering the potholes, which were those that got repaired. He explained it takes about 30 seconds to register the potholes on the DCC website, who then send a team out to look, and then give an estimate when it will be repaired. The County Councillor then spoke, and said their budget doesn’t begin to cover all of the repairs but those that are logged will be dealt with as they come in. This week alone roughly 3,000 safety potholes have been logged, with another 1,000 outstanding, and 600 a day coming in. There are 50 gangs out at the moment just repairing potholes. DCC have managed to deal with the main networks and are now concentrating on smaller roads around settlements and villages. The Chairman then added the corner coming into the village has been flooded for a long time and is a hazard. James/Tim will make contact with the County Councillor to show flooding on the corner coming into Lustleigh. County Councillor would like a list of priorities for DCC and will try and arrange a meeting with the Highways Officer and PC. Chairman declared the PC will keep pushing and publish results.


1. Apologies for Absence – Jeremy Hepworth

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – minutes from the meeting held on 8th January 2026 were approved

4. Correspondence 

a. Request for use of the orchard for May Day including dancing practice on weekday evenings from Monday 19th April to Friday 1st May, and May Day itself, Saturday 2nd May - approved
b. Request for assistance with DCC regarding significant flooding and a large pothole above a culvert which appears partially blocked and possibly broken at Pethybridge – please see above, before the start of the meeting

5. Sandbags- to discuss the possibility of procuring sand bags and where to store – Not approved. There wouldn’t be anywhere to store the sand bags centrally.

6. Public toilets- James has been liaising with a contractor who provides public toilet services to Teignbridge. This company was recommended by Bovey Town Council. Currently, the toilets are serviced once a day in the winter, and twice in the summer, and are never locked. The company James has been speaking to can provide the same service for £13,000 per year. If this reduced to one clean a day throughout the year, this would be £6,000 roughly. This does not include consumables like toilet rolls, feminine hygiene bins etc, this is minimum costs. The company could also provide a locking service if required. Either way, it will cause an uplift to the precept. Given the recent closure of the toilets due to a leak and damage to the electrics as a consequence, the councillors agreed TDC should hand them over in a good state of repair if the PC were to take them on. Henry suggested possibly a discussion for using the toilet in the Old Vestry. James will go back to the contractor to explore the financial costs if toilets were open in just the summer, 1st April to 31st October, as well as another for the same period plus weekends in the winter. Rachel to find out how many council tax payers in the village. James and Sarah to arrange a visit to the toilets in Moretonhampstead. 


7. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending
b. Reducing the speed at which vehicles enter and leave the village – agreed very little can be done so will be removed from future agendas

8. Annual Parish Meeting – details will be agreed at the next meeting

9. Finance 
a. The January summary was approved
b. To discuss use of funds from hire of orchard- pending

10. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).
a.  See section before the start of meeting in relation to state of the roads around the village
b.  County Councillor said care for learning disabilities budget will be filled in by Government 

11. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing: 
i) 0020/26 Single storey rear extension, external rendering, replacement of pitched roof with flat roof and raising of existing flat roof, new storage building, new workshop, new track and associated landscaping, including widened parking area at Coombe Orchard, Mapstone Hill, Lustleigh, Newton Abbot, TQ13 9SE – no objection
b. DNP Planning Decisions : 
i) 0352/25 Retrospective application for the retention of soft landscaping works and drystone walls for planting, Robin Hill Knowle Road, Lustleigh TQ13 9SP-Granted conditionally
ii) 0381/25 Proposed garage conversion with internal alterations to create a large kitchen/diner including glass roof lights, Caseley, Lustleigh TQ13 9TN-approved


12. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended - none
b. Website
January 2025	January 2026
Unique visits		   302		   591
c. Orchard- Exeter University will look at the orchard when dry, possibly first cut in March, then late April in readiness for May Day
d. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs – see above before start of the meeting.
· Benches – all ready to go in but waiting for the ground to be drier as need to be concreted in 
e. Playground and Play Equipment- The Play Inspection Company have been instructed to carry out the annual inspection, which will be undertaken in 12-16 weeks from placing the order (12th Jan)

13. Date of Next Meeting – 12th March 2026

