

LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES

Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 8th January 2026

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, James Cater, Jeremy Hepworth.  Clerk: Rachel Hooper


1. Apologies for Absence -Sarah James, Henry Reddaway, Frances Hewison, Councillor Sally Morgan

2. Declarations of Interest -none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the last meeting held on 11th December were approved

4. Correspondence -none

5. Public toilets- update on the Parish Council possibly taking on the toilets –James and Sarah had a meeting with the Town Council Clerk of Bovey, Mark, who had also worked at Teignbridge District Council so had experience of the disposal of assets and receiving of assets. Bovey have taken on 2 of 3 public toilets. He explained an external provider (SHS) cleans all toilets across Teignbridge, and have a direct contract agreed with Bovey. Mark has provided contact details for SHS- James will make contact to get an idea of costs. Agreed if costs are not too high, toilets need to be kept. Possible idea is to create one unisex toilet and use other part as storage.

6. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal -pending
b. Reducing the speed at which vehicles enter and leave the village -pending

7. Finance 
a. The December summary was approved
b. The 2026/27 budget was approved  
c. To discuss use of funds from hire of orchard-pending and funds will be put interest savings account
d. The service of the tamping machine used by the pot hole team was approved



8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting). - None

9. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing: None
b. DNP Planning Decisions : None 


10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended- James and Sarah attended a meeting with Bovey Town Clerk, Mark, see point 5
- Website
December 2024   	December 2025
Unique visits 		462		475

b. Orchard – Wassail scheduled for 17th January but no correspondence asking permission-approved and correspondence request received 7th January after agenda published
c. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs – most rejected or filled. Rejected ones are resubmitted. Another 10-15 logged, half of which have been inspected.
· -Devon District Council confirmed yesterday missing sign and pole at Pethybridge will be replaced by end of the month
·  BT pole along Mill Lane – precarious pole which has been reported to BT. BT came out on the evening of 3rd January and said they would make safe. A pole further down was also identified as possibly being unsafe by BT which they will also rectify.
d. Playground and Play Equipment-Bovey Council undertake weekly inspection inhouse and use The Play Inspection Company – approved to use the Play Inspection Company going forward


11. Date of Next Meeting – 12th February 2026


