
2025-26/7
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 10th July 2025 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Henry Reddaway, James Cater, Sarah James. County Councillor: Sally Morgan. Clerk: Lis Wallace. Three members of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence - Jeremy Hepworth

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – minutes from the meeting held on 12th June 2025 were approved

4. Correspondence 
a. Request for the creation of a temporary car park for the summer months when the village is busy with visitors – the road closure and the opening of the tearooms have all contributed to increased traffic in the village and to a certain amount of chaos. This is having a negative impact on businesses in the village as potential customers cannot park and there are also concerns re access for emergency vehicles. A few possible locations for a temporary carpark were suggested (none are straightforward) and one landowner will be approached.
Another option could be for the pub to allow their spaces to be used when they are closed, i.e. Mondays and Tuesdays. The sign re clamping would need to be removed. Tim to speak to the pub manager.
Regarding the road closure, Cllr Sally Morgan will speak with Highways to see if anything could be done to allow the road to open. Lis to write to Sally, formally requesting her involvement.
b. Letters have been sent in support of The Dairy’s efforts to regain their Evri licence. The Post Office has set up a working party to explore a possible solution, even if only temporary.

5. Fire Plan – Sarah thanked  Cllr Sally Morgan for her support in identifying key contacts. Signage is being worked on to educate and advise people re potential fire hazards. Ongoing.

6. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal – pending. Chase in September if no progress.
b. Reducing the speed at which vehicles enter and leave the village – the introduction of Speedwatch has been investigated but is not suitable for Lustleigh due to the lack of a low speed limit. Cllr Sally Morgan is exploring other options and is speaking  with DNP re traffic management near footpaths and cycleways.

7. Finance  - the June summary was approved

8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).

County Councillor Sally Morgan – see points 4a, 5 and 6b above

9. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing: none
b. DNP Planning Decisions  - none
 
10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended 
– Sheila attended the meeting at The Dairy with Mel Stride re Evri
- Tim & Sheila have met with the company looking at potential filming in the village
b. Website
2024	2025
			Unique visits	94	382
Note: In June/July 2024 the council was in the process of moving to the new .gov.uk domain and so there was limited online activity




c. Orchard
· Replacement plank benches – Sarah expressed an interest as a trustee of the charity approached to do the work. One of the benches needs to be completely replaced – quote £350. Second bench doesn’t need a new base just a top so £170. Need to confirm whether vat applies, is it hardwood and need details re ongoing maintenance. Expenditure agreed.
· Damaged gate – pending
· Grass cutting – Exeter university have spent 2 days cutting bracken on the slope. One more day needed to clear the bracken along the top - agreed
d. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs – 201 potholes have been repaired in the last 24 months (DCC and local volunteers)
· Repair of the leat - resolved
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Replacement gates - pending
· Tractor signs re not climbing on the roof – as the signs kept being removed the instruction has been written directly onto the tractor

11. Date of Next Meeting – 11th September 2025



NOTE: The parish councillors expressed thanks to Lis Wallace for the quality of her work as clerk and responsible financial officer over the last 5 years. This was her final meeting.
