
2025/26-3
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 8th May 2025 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer, Henry Reddaway, James Cater, Sarah James. Clerk: Lis Wallace. No members of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence - None

2. Annual Meeting

a) Election of Chair and Signature of Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office – Tim Wakeham was elected as chairman and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

b) Election of Vice Chair – Sheila Palmer was elected as vice chair

c) Assignment of Individual Councillor’s Responsibilities 
a. Orchard – Jeremy H
b. Play area and equipment - Tim
c. Preschool contact – Tim & Sheila
d. Planning -Sarah & Sheila
e. Village maintenance - All
f. Village hall representative – Henry

3. Declarations of Interest - None

4. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from meeting held on 13th March 2025 were approved

5. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending
b. Beating the bounds -all in hand, just need a leader for the first section of the second day. Lis to put something on the hub. As a courtesy the parish councils of Manaton, Moreton & Bovey to be contacted and given Sarah’s number (North Bovey already aware).

6. Orchard Preschool Terms of Use of Lustleigh Orchard –  annual review completed with no changes, apart from term dates. 

7. Lighting of fires on Lustleigh Cleave – Sarah came across someone camping on the Cleave lighting a fire , to cook his lunch. Concerned about the fire risk Sarah contacted the ranger who confirmed this was illegal in an SSSI and has provided contact details of people who Sarah could meet with to discuss signage and other ways of raising awareness. The council is supportive of this.

8. Finance 
i) The March and April summaries were approved
ii) AGAR:
· The Certificate of Exemption was approved and signed
· The Annual Internal Audit Report was noted
· The Annual Governance Statement was approved and signed
· The Accounting Statement 2024/25 was approved and signed
· The commencement date for exercise of public rights was agreed

9. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting). New councillor, Sally Morgan, to be invited to future meetings




 

10. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing - none
b. DNP Planning Decisions 
i) 0465/24 Variations of conditions 2, 7 and 12 of approved re 0392/23 for internal and external remodelling, Coombe Hill – granted with conditions
ii) 0075/25 Retrospective application for the retention of a relocated greenhouse, Foxworthy Cottage – granted with conditions
iii) 0033/25 Replacement of a covered storage area with a summerhouse and providing a covered link from the garage to the house – granted with conditions

11. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended 
– James met with Martin Smith regarding the volunteer Lustleigh pothole team
- Jeremy G met with TDC re repairing the village green. The new turf will need to be watered.
- Tim had a meeting re potential filming in the village and is confident that if it goes ahead the village will be looked after.
b. Website
2024	2025
			Unique Visits	237	464
c. Orchard
· Replacement plank benches - pending
· Damaged gate – has been temporarily repaired. Discussion re whether the gate should be locked and this was approved, at least for the summer. Sheila to purchase a heavy-duty padlock and chain.
· Plan for grass cutting – discussed and agreed 2 days in July to cut everything, weather dependant and a further cut before apple picking
d. Village Maintenance
· Damage to village green caused by bin lorry – see above, under 11a.
· Pothole repairs – 36 potholes have been filled since the last update by a combination of DCC and the Lustleigh team. DCC are able to provide 10 tonnes of scalpings, free of charge, but this would need to be stored somewhere, possibly Loxtor. Further discussion needed.
· Repair of the leat – large crack been identified in the lining, needs to be scoured out and then filled. Dave Williams to be contacted for a quote.
· Telephone exchange – complaint received re overgrown greenery around the telephone exchange, not parish council land so can’t physically do anything but will write to Openreach to ask for them to tidy it up.
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Replacement gates – Sarah to obtain quote from the same people quoting to replace the plank benches

12. Date of Next Meeting – 12th June 2024




