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Total annual gross income for the authority 2A24l2S:

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 20241?5:

FinancialOfficer Date , t i
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ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned ETTHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your externai auditor, ndt'no liter
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of f40 + VAT.

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2AZ4DS Form 2
Local councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other smallerAuthorities

Certificate of Exemption - AGAil.292412S Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed t25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section g of the LocalAudit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2025
notifying the external auditor.

L';f Lcl6l), I?narS r+ €6$r"t Li'',U
certifies that during the financial year 2024125, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed f,25,000

kt+t s1L
): tl t 93{

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2021
' ln relation to the preceding financial year (2A23124), the external auditor has not:

' issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
' made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
' issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule I to the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
' made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and

the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
' The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.
lf the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage. before 1 July 2025.
$igning this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.
Signed by I confirm that this Certificate of

Exemption was approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

6s/of f z",l-5

baz:t/zL*3-g;)
Telephone number

ot6+" L2 7, 32-
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Smaller authority name: Lustleigh Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORTTY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act2014 Sections 25,26 and 2l
The Accounts and Audit ulations 2015 (Sl 20151234

NOTICE NOTES

1. Date of announcement_l"t June 2025 (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor,s review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and alt books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any penson interested.
For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be avaitable on
reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Lis Wallace, Nutcracker Cottage, Lusfleigh, Te13 9Se
-Qle*Q l-usils is.hp-arl$-h aa-urctt .say.jlk
01647 277132

commencing on (c) _Tuesday 3 June 2025

and ending on (d) _Monday {4 Juty 202i

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

r The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records: and

r The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written noiice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authorifi's AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sSa@pkf-l..csm)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Lis Wallace, Clerk and RFO

(a) lnsert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) lnsert name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) lnsert date, which must be at least 1

day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) lnsert name and position of person
placing the notice - this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authoritu



$ection t - Annual Governance Statement2g?4l1s

We acknowledge as the members of:

Ltt >{ LGI btA ffkts H CooNcl L
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2a25, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements. ,

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. fr made proper anangements and accepted responsibility

for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no ntatters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
husiness or manage lts finances.

/

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. /

duilng the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to
inspect and ask quesllons about this autharity's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls andlor
external insurance cover where required. /'

considered and documented the financial and other risks it
faces and dealt with them propedy.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective systern of internal audit of the accounting
records and conkol systenrs. /,

arranged for a campetent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view an whether
internal controls meet the needs of lhrs smaller authoritv.

7. We took appropriate action on all matte.s raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

responded to matters brought to its attentian by internat and
external audit.

B. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

E
dlsc/osed everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)lassets, includlng
financial reporiing and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibilities wltere as a body
corporate lf ls a so/e managing trustee af a local trus!
or trusfs.

*For any statement to which the response is 'no', an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

It61o; f znz-{
and recorded as minute reference:

t

?-o>s /x-g ^8

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

4
t7

Chair

Clerk

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transp"reniy CoU" f.lrs
been published.

LussrLet 6A?AAn.s /{ cooNCl L - (=oU. U K

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2O24t2S Form 2
Local councils, lnternal Drainage Boai'ds and other smallerAuthorities
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$ection 2 - Accounting Statemenls 2024125 for

2 ey{ftt G l-\ PA (Ll S l'{ Co o (\r LtL

L3740
Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previaus year.

ll?7s LA3L8
Total amount of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipis Total income or receipts as recorded in fhe cashbook iess
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

4. (-) Staff cosls Total expenditure or payments made ta and on behalf
of all employees. lnclude gross sa/aries and wages,
employers Nl contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. (-) Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total expenditure ar payments of capital and rnteresf
made during the year on the authority's barrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Tatal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book /ess slaff cosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

Total balances and reserues at the end ofthe year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

B. Total value of cash and
short term investments 2-LSoo LSiS7 The sum of al! current and deposit bank accounts, cash

holdings and short term investments held as af 37 March -
To agree with bank recanciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

2-60?1 ?LLI S
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its flxed assefs and long term investments as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings o o The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
fram third parties (including PWLB).

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a bady corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
ls responsib/e for managing Trust funds or assefs.

1'tb. Disclosure note re Trust funds The figures in the accounting sfafemenfs aboue
exclude any Trust fransacfrons.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the for approval

Date

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

/t
oS/os I 2Dzi

as recorded in minute reference:

Zo>9fzl- L- 8

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

,,

I Staterpgpts were approved

,-trlll/,-

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2AZ4|2S Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities
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Notes and guidance;
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.:: 202
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P/eas* round att flgiitras,io neaiesf f{,, AAn*t@,ie any 
.

boies blank and report f0 or Nil balances. Att figures musi
agiree to underlying finaiciat records.

1. Balances brought
foruuard LLSDO

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

L+AS ts6+

ss6? 6311

o o
qSsl s+?+

7. (=) Balances carried
forward Lz;oo L's e7

No..

&f ,i fz*-r
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Lustleiqh Parish Council - Bank Reconciliation vear endinq 31 March 2025

GENERAL.

Lloyds Bank A/c 01197216

Bal per bank statement as at 31 March 2025 8264.74
(no outstanding cheques)

FIXED TERM SAVINGS ACCOUNT
Lloyds A/c (matures 26.04.24)

Bal per bank statement as at 31 March 2025

INSTANT ACGESS SAVINGS A/C
Lloyds Nc75747668
Bal per bank statement as at 31 March 2025

LUSTLEIGH FUND . AGCOUNT GLOSED

Lloyds TSB A/c 02346916

Bal per bank statement as at 31 March 2025

Total net bank balances as at 31 March 2025

Prepared by:- Lis Wallace

Lis Wallace, Lustleigh Parish Clerk

f16,976.33

€7,816.40

€0.00

825,557.47

Date



LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - Register of property and other assets at 31.03.25
Community Assets (valued at E1 per item)

ASSET DESCRIPTION

0rchard (4.2acres)

Pethybridge Wood (4.5acres)

Vittage Green

Land behind Wood Park

War Memoriat

Gifted Assets (valued at t1 per item)

No. ASSET DESCRIPTION

2 Memoriat bench

1 Memorial bench

1 Memoriat bench

1 Picnic Bench

1 Memorialbench

1 Memoriatbench

1 Memorial bench

Purchased Assets
No. ASSET DESCRIPTION

Street Furniture

3 Notice Boards

4 Wooden Backtess Benches

2 Picnic Benches

1 Recycted ptastic bench

4 Wood 3-seat Benches

1 Wood 3-seat Benches

Gates & Fences

1 Bus Shelter

1 DAA Mast

Play equioment

- Tractor

- Spring chicken

- Climbing frame

- Swings

- Seesaw

Other eouipment

1 - Fitlng Cabinet

1 - Hammer Dritt

VALUE LOCATIONNSUREDVALUE

11.00 TQ139TA t10,000.00

t1.00 TQ139TA 85,000.00

11.00 TQ13gTJ t5,000.00

€1.00 TQ13 gTL 81,400.00

e 1.00 TQ13 gTL €2,2s6.00

subTotat t5.00

ACQUISITION DATE

Not known

February2024

May20?3

Feyuary2024
Not known

2012
2024

JRCHASE PRI( LOCATION ION (where applicable)
12.00 Orchard Brian Roach & David Ewart Jenkins

t1.00 Orchard Raymond Powett

11.00 Orchard John Merriott

S1.00 Orchard

t1.00 Orchard pti David Ewart Jenkins

t1.00 Wreytand p Adam James Patrick Ritey

t1.00 Orchard Aisling Eyre

88.00

CHANGES DURING FINANCIAL YEAR 202312024
a. NewAssets

3 Shovets

1 Tamper

1 Wheelbarrow

1 Dewalt Battery

1 BG 86 Btower

b. Assets written off:

Spring dog

sTocK AS AT 01.04.24
420 Lustteigh Vittage Guides (V3)

DEBT

SECTION 137 PAYMENTS

Sub Totat

ACQUISITION DATE JRCHASE PRI( LOCATION

f1,389.00 2 atvittage hatt, 1 at Brookfietd corner

t200.00 Orchard

t236.00 Orchard

f420.00 Orchard

€506.00 Orchard

t125.00 Orchard ptay park

11,120.00 Orchard

12,382.00 Casetycorner

12,250.00 CricketFietd

t500.00 Orchard ptay park

t1,420.00 Orchard ptay park

t9,870.00 Orchard ptay park

Not known Orchard ptay park

t560.00 Orchard ptay park

!105.00 OtdVestry

t194.00 Rudge

Sub Totat 221,277.00

24t04t2024

24t04t2024

24104t2024

0317712024

76t04t2024

Not known

78t70t2023

LOCATION

150.00 Rudge

834.00 Rudge

t45.00 Rudge
q46.00 Rudge

t246.00 Rudge

€1.00 Orchard ptaypark

LOCATION

t504.00 Ellimore Farm

t0.00

822.2'.t5.00

€30.0! (RBLWreath)

Not known

Not known

Not known

28t09t2023

Not known

Not known

Various

Not known

Juty 2019

07107t20t6

02t08t2027
03/06/2019

Pre 2008

02177t2009

Pre 2008

19t07t2022

Council Chairman

TOTAL ASSETS



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2A24125

LusTretGA PA<q s, 4 cr}o c ,

1ftlsl-{ <o(-)NClL - (-rOu- L.)t<.-

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2024125 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions
on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. rl
B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for. J
G. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy

of arrangements to manage these.
,I"l{,=

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reseryes were appropriate. #

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for. I

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for. J.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied. J

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.
l. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

J' Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequate audit trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
properly recorded.

d]
K" lf the authority certifled itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2AXl24, it met the

exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (tf ttlo authority had a limited assilrance
review of its 2023/24 AGAR tick "not covered")

',{. ,

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of
the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M' ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations {during the 2A24,25 AGAR periad,
were public rights itt relatian ta the 2023^24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/ar
autharity apprgved minutes canfinning the dates setl.

,/

N. The authorlty has complied with the publication requirements for 2023/24 AGAR
{sec AGAR Page 1 Guldance Notes).

O. (For local councils only)

Itr$$dr (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

Pai&r.V gtRkeq

o46rh*s
Date

Page 4 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2A24l2S Form 2
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

Yeq No*
hlol,.t ,',J
Cnirbrar{s::=

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Name of person who carried out the internal audit



LOCAL AUTHORIWACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

PIease note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and 'other' smaller authorities.

The basic position

The {"oqalA-u.$lt an{ Aq"qqUnlabil(y $qt.?!'1..4 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and27 olthe Act. The Act
and the ASQpunis alldjludit Reg_ula$gns 2S1.5 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smalter
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. lf you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) - (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
'period for the exercise of public rights', during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which allsmaller authorities'accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2025 for 2024125 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisaiion, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about, lf you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
audltor can only answer 'what' questions, not 'why' questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, flnances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have Inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or tlrere
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority's finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objectlon. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

. confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;. why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;o details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and. details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the LSS.RI Audjt*end-A

A finalword

You may not use this 'right to object' to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens'Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. ln deciding whether to take your objection fonryard, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they t'ninf tnat it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. lf you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawfu'i, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
pu b I ication Local a.utho.f itv ac-co u nts : Agu id q.lg

"v-oUr IghIS are available from the NAO website.

lf you wish to contact your authority's appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.


