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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 9th January 2025 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer, Henry Reddaway. Clerk: Lis Wallace. Two members of the public.

Both members of the public were present in support of agenda point 5.b but also had concerns re the planning application. 


1. Apologies for Absence – James Cater, Sarah James

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – minutes from the meeting held on 12th December 2024 were approved

4. Correspondence - none

5. [bookmark: _Hlk176082561]Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal – a follow-up has been sent to the Land Registry
b. The parish council has been asked to grant the sum of £200 per year towards the running costs of the Village Archive – the council agreed to the grant, to be paid in April, with an annual review

6. Beating the Bounds – to discuss how this event will be run in 2026 – deferred to February meeting

7. Finance 
a. The December summary was approved
b. It was agreed to continue reinvesting the reserves on a 3-month fixed term basis
c. The draft budget for 2025/26 was approved so the precept request will now be submitted

8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting). None

9. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing:
i) 0465/24 Variation of conditions 2, 7 and 12 of approved ref 0392/23 for internal and external remodelling; alterations include link corridor to wellness and swimming pool building to replace existing studio and triple car garages. Landscaping works and new photovoltaic array at Coombe Hill – Objection for the following reasons:
· Harmful development of the proposed 50% increase in the number of PV panels over the original application
· Potential visual impact over the part of Lustleigh on land E/SE to the site, particularly to residents along Knowle Road and the higher area covering Loxtor and Long Tor (not specifically covered in the Landscape and Visual Impact Statement)
· Does not comply with Strategic Policies 1.1 and 2.1, protecting the character of Dartmoor’s landscape

b. DNP Planning Decisions: None

10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended – None, other than to Coombe Hill (see 9 a. i)
b. Website
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c. Orchard
· Agreed to manage the orchard by a combination of hired contractors and volunteers. A working party is needed to clear the brambles at the far end. Tim and Jeremy H to meet to discuss further and to present their plan at the February meeting
· Wassail event – issues raised following last year’s event have been discussed and will be addressed by Beltane Morris
· Jeremy H and Tim to investigate sourcing the wood for replacing the plank benches, as per the Annual Inspection Report
d. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs
i) All of the recently reported potholes have now been inspected by DCC.
ii) A third of the above have now been addressed with a commitment to resolve another third by the end of the month.
iii) Plans are in place to resolve the recuring issue on the A382 just north of the Golf Course and this should be done by the end of next week.
iv) The remaining potholes have been classified as not meeting the required criteria, but James will monitor the deterioration and register again in February.
· Repair of the leat – a repair was made but another leak appeared indicating the possibility of a much larger problem. To be monitored. The ownership of the wall needs to be established.
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Thanks are due to Jerry Diplock who has, once again, produced the Annual inspection Report 
· As per the Annual Inspection Report new gates are needed for the playground – Tim to obtain quotes.


11. Date of Next Meeting – 13th  February 2025           
