2024-24/15

LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 14th November 2024 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Henry Reddaway, Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer. Clerk: Lis Wallace. Four members of the public.

Two members of the public were candidates for the councillor vacancy. Two others attended in support of agenda item 5.c

1. Apologies for Absence – James Cater

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the meeting held on 10th October 2024 were approved

4. Co-option 
a. Following an informal conversation with the candidates a vote was taken. As a result of the vote, Sarah James will be ratified as a parish councillor at the next meeting
b. Sarah James signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office 

5. Correspondence 
a. The offer of a free landmark tree from Devon Wildlife Trust was discussed and a decision made to accept an oak tree, to be planted in Pethybridge woods
b. Teignbridge DC’s review of the provision of public toilets was discussed. Parishioners to be encouraged to complete the public survey. The consultation period ends on 23rd December so this issue will be an agenda item in January.
c. Initial discussions with the Lustleigh Society were regarding the Old Vestry project however this has since changed to a request for support towards the running costs of the archive, making the wording on the agenda incorrect. For this reason, no decision could be taken however the request was discussed in some detail and a decision will be made at the December meeting
d. A parishioner has raised concern regarding the area around the phone exchange and the council agreed to contact Openreach to request a tidy-up. 

6. [bookmark: _Hlk176082561]Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending
b. Lustleigh Parishioners’ Award – draft nomination criteria was discussed and agreed. The award will be for 
people living or working in the village and will be communicated on the hub and in December’s parish mag.

7. Finance 
a. The October summary was approved
b. Lloyd Bank’s decision to start charging for Treasurer’s accounts was discussed. The council agreed to close the Lustleigh Fund account and instead to manage the fund by spreadsheet, keeping a separate record.
c. The purchase of Lustleigh Society Christmas cards was approved
d. The nationally agreed pay rise awarded to parish clerks was noted

8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).
John Farrand-Roger – submitted a report giving information regarding the new government structure, covering the whole of Devon, plus Torbay Unitary Authority. The report explained the restructuring of some functions within the council and also the review of the provision of public conveniences.

9. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing:
i) 0420/24 Variation of condition 11 of approved planning ref: 0140/21 for construction of temporary agricultural workers’ residential accommodation and new agricultural barns at Harton Valley Farm – no objection
b. DNP Planning Decisions:
i) 24/0059 Trees (Conservation Area): Stable Cottage – to fell a silver birch and to fell an ash tree – no objection
ii) 24/0067 Trees (Conservation Area): The Cleave – to fell an elm tree – no objection




10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended - None
b. Website
2023	2024
			Visitors		150	505
		The most visited pages were draft minutes, agenda and documents (co-option policy)
c. Orchard
· The management plan agreed in December 2022 to be reviewed by the councillors.
· Tim to negotiate with Exeter University contractors re them cutting the orchard 3 times a year. The cost of this to be taken from the money bequeathed to the orchard and not from the maintenance budget.
d. Village Maintenance
· Pothole repairs – no update
· Replacement of metal signpost – no further action
· Repair of the leat – pending 
· Damage to village green – no further action
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Tim is in contact with Jerry Diplock to arrange a date for the annual inspection

11. Date of Next Meeting – 12th December 2024            
