2024-25/13


LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 10th October 2024 

Present: Chairman: Sheila Palmer. Councillors: Jeremy Hepworth, James Cater, Henry Reddaway. Clerk: Lis Wallace. One member of the public.

The member of the public gave background details to their request for the parish council to initiate an annual Citizen’s Award (discussed under agenda point 4.c)


1. Apologies for Absence – Tim Wakeham, Jeremy Grammer

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – Minutes from the meeting held on 12th September 2024 were approved

4. Correspondence 
a. The request received from Moretonhampstead Parish Council for support in their initiative for 20mph speed limits to be introduced for all towns and villages on Dartmoor was considered. The parish council support this initiative, but no councillor is available to attend the DNP meeting on 6th December 2024
b. The information pack received from TDC regarding a new 5-year strategy was considered. Jeremy H to respond on behalf of the council.
c. The request for the council to institute a Citizen’s Award was considered and approved. Parishioners will be invited each January to nominate individuals and the award will be presented in April at the Annual Parish Meeting. The nomination criteria and other details will be agreed at the November council meeting. 

5. [bookmark: _Hlk176082561]Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending

6. Finance 
a. The September summary was approved

7. Co-option policy
a. The draft policy was approved and it was decided that the current casual vacancy will be advertised (assuming no election is required).A draft advertisement was approved with an image of Lustleigh to be included.

8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting) - None in attendance or submitted.

9. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing:
i. 24/0059 Trees (Conservation Area): Stable Cottage – to fell a silver birch and to fell an ash tree – no objection
b. DNP Planning Decisions: None

10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended - none
b. Website – September stats:
2023		2024
			Unique visitors		172		629
		The increase was driven mainly by the notice of casual vacancy following Kim’s resignation






c. Orchard
· Agreed for R Tooze to continue grass cutting until the end of Oct
· The management of the orchard to be discussed at the November meeting. The council are concerned that Exeter University may charge for a full day’s work on 27/9/24 when they finished at 1415 hours however no invoice has yet been received. 
d. Village Maintenance
· The volunteer pothole repair team have filled 10 potholes on Rudge Hill. They have requested an extra battery at a cost of C£50. Agreed. Tim to see if he can source on at a lower price.
· Repair of the badly eroded road between Mead Head and Waye Cottage is nearly complete
· A quote of £730 has been received for replacing the missing metal fingerpost near Ivy Cottage. The council decided this was too much money to spend and will instead ask DCC to supply a post (free of charge) similar to the one at Mill Lane.
· Dave Williams is happy to repair the leat but first needs the leat to be full so that it’s location can be identified.
· The council does not feel that the bank along Mill Lane needs repair, but this will be monitored. 
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Nothing to report

11. Date of Next Meeting – 14th November 2024



