2023-24/22

LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 14th March 2024 


Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Henry Reddaway, Kim Bartlett, James Cater. Clerk: Lis Wallace. One member of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence – Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer, George Gribble, John Farrand-Rogers

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – approved

4. Correspondence
a. Permission requested to hold the annual May Day celebrations in the orchard on 4th May - granted

5. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending
b. BT/Ofcom – BT has changed the mechanics of the payphone kiosk to a line powered phone so it will continue to work during a power cut. This will be a temporary solution until the PSTN network is fully switched off in 2025. 
James arranged a trial with Starlink which was successful and so is a possible option for the future
c. First aid and CPR training - pending
d. Annual parish meeting and decision as to whether a preceding council meeting is held – councillors to arrive at 7pm to set the room up. Decision pending re holding a council meeting on the same evening.

6. Finance 
a. To approve the February summary - approved
b. To approve the asset register - approved
c. To consider the request to purchase equipment for use by the pothole team – approved. Tim to investigate an alternative supplier to Amazon for the blower. The possibility of renting the garage in the orchard for storage to be explored
d. To consider the purchase of a D-Day 80 flag (cost £28.80) - approved

7. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).
None in attendance but following a recent TDC meeting John Farrand-Rogers submitted a report. The report is précised below but available in full on request:

· Council tax – increased by 2.99%
· Empty house premium – will be imposed after one year, instead of two
· The “Devolution Deal” is being managed by a committee of 3 councillors from DCC and 3 from Torbay. This represents a loss of power for Teignbridge. Of particular concern is a UK Shared Prosperity Fund, which TDC uses to help fund social housing. If this funding comes to the County Combined Authority TDC will be in direct competition with other Devon District Councils, including Torbay. Teignbridge has 1300 families on the housing waiting list.
· The pedestrian enhancement scheme for Queen Street in Newton Abbot remains under discussion, with much objection from shopkeepers concerned that the associated roadworks would disrupt their business in the short term.
· TDC approved the renewal of the grounds maintenance contract. This contract only includes sites within the Newton Abbot Town Council area.









8. Planning
a. Parish Council Decisions - New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing:
i) 0064/24 Extension of existing garage at Woodlands, Pethybridge – no objection
ii) 0100/24 Erection of garage outbuilding at Pippins – no objection
b. DNP Planning Decisions:
i) 0006/24 Installation of ground mounted PV panels and associated works, Casely Wood – granted with conditions


9. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended
· Kim attended a meeting of the Chagford Show Committee where she was presented with a grant for £200, to be spent on mapping the Town Orchard
· Lis has attended 2 zoom presentations re setting up a .gov.uk domain with associated website and email addresses
b. Website
2023	2024
			Visits	444	267
		The agenda was the most visited page. There were no new road closure posts
c. Orchard
· Memorial benches and picnic table – one bench has been put in position, leaving one still to be moved. The picnic table is now in position
d. Village Maintenance
· Grass cutting – pending
· Ongoing upkeep of the war memorial – pending
· Update re pothole repairs – 2 further sessions have been held since the last meeting with another scheduled. 
· Parking by the Bishop Stone - pending
e. Playground and Play Equipment – no issues

10. Date of Next Meetings – Annual parish meeting – 11th April 2024 @ 7.30pm 
   Parish council meeting -    9th May 2024


