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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 9th March 2023

Present: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Martin Strudley, Alan Beare, Henry Reddaway. County Councillor: George Gribble. District Councillor: Mike Jeffery. Clerk: Lis Wallace. 17 members of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence - None

2. Chairman’s Welcome

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – minutes from the annual parish meeting held on 14th April 2022 were approved

4. Parish Council Annual Report 
The Platinum Jubilee celebrations, organised by the parish council, were a big success. The unfortunate side effect being an outbreak of Covid in the village which resulted in the cancellation of the June parish council meeting.
Our orchard has been somewhat neglected during Covid as no working parties were organised. This is now getting going again and we have joined Orchard Link to give us help
We had a problem with ash dieback in Pethybridge Woods near the Ellimore Hill road resulting in a large unbudgeted cost for the PC
Residents have raised the issue of having a speed limit in the village. We shall ask, but it will be a low priority for DCC. In the meantime we are trying the “20’s Plenty” signs through Brookfield.
We now have 4 trained volunteers for a village pot hole team and they are getting on top of all our bumps.
Planning, of course, is always on the agenda, and we continue to scrutinise in the best interests of our village


5. Report from Devon & Cornwall Constabulary 
PCSO Paul Wilson – Since April 2022 there have been 11 recorded offences across the Lustleigh parish area with a further 22 reported incidents. Lustleigh remains a very safe place to live. Of the 11 recorded offences, 4 involved dogs and Paul stressed the need for dog owners to be responsible and to keep their dogs under control. During 2022 a Police Surgery was held in the village hall and Paul hopes to hold another in the not too distant future.

6. Reports from Visiting Councillors 
George Gribble – The key issue for Devon County Council is that financial conditions have changed and as a result they are experiencing major difficulties in providing services within budgetary constraints. Devon CC is lobbying parliament for help and support.

Mike Jeffery – A bit of a disruptive year at Teignbridge, work has been ongoing in the building for some time now, then the contractor went into liquidation and a new one had to be found which took time. Meetings were frequently disrupted by members of the public and some members. A councillor who was dissatisfied with the way a meeting was being run reported it to the ombudsman who gave a damming report back to the council.
The government introduced a new surcharge for second homes in its levelling up and regeneration bill last year, but the new tax power for councils is not expected to be introduced until next year at the earliest. Teignbridge has provisionally  agreed to adopt a new power allowing it to double council tax faster on properties that have been empty for 12 months. The council’s analysis suggests the doubling of council tax for second homes could generate 2.5 million in extra revenue.
A drone trail is to be investigated for planning applications, this would be run by a private contractor.
There are ongoing discussions about whether the town centre and Alexandra theatre should be re developed, the council is still split at the moment but if the work is not taken up the offer of 9.5 million pounds could go elsewhere.
Car parking charges are set to increase on April 1st, a rise of 4%, Sunday parking will still be £1 for all day overnight parking will still be free. Winter charges will now apply in car parks such as Moretonhampstead and Widecombe. There are ongoing discussions whether camper vans should be allowed to stay in car parks overnight and use the facilities, this would mean toilets being left overnight as most are locked by night. There are also ongoing discussions about charging points for electric vehicles.
Garden waste bin collections will rise to £55 per annum, an increase of £5 on last year, but still good value.
Bin collections have been disrupted due to shortage of drivers and operators, an increase in pay has been approved to try to resolve the matter.
Councillor community funds will be halved and an officer report prepared on alternative uses of the remaining 50% of the fund for consideration by the new council.
A review of the discretionary business rates relief be reviewed by the new council.
A fly tipper has been successfully prosecuted to the tune of £1500.
              District and parish council elections will be held on 4th of May, but you will need ID to be able to vote.” 

7. Reports were delivered by the following local organisations
Lustleigh Society
LADS
Parish Mag
Orchard Preschool
Drama Group
Village Hall Committee
May Day Committee
Show Committee
Music Society
Rifle club
Dartmoor National Park
LEAP
Garden Society

8. Questions from Residents – no questions


9. Date of Next Meeting: April 2024 (exact date to be confirmed)




