2023-24/18
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council: Thursday 11th January 2024 

Prior to the start of the council meeting a confidential meeting was held with just councillors in attendance. The objective of the meeting was to discuss and review the clerk’s pay scale. This is the first review for many years and due to changes and added responsibilities the meeting agreed to increase the scale from 9 to 14, with effect from 1st February 2024.


Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Jeremy Hepworth, Henry Reddaway, Kim Bartlett, James Cater. Clerk: Lis Wallace. No members of the public

1. Apologies for Absence – George Gribble, John Farrand-Rogers

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting –minutes from the meeting held on 14th December 2023 were approved

4. Correspondence - none

5. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal - pending
b. BT/Ofcom – the parish council is taking the lead on the issue of potential problems with the digital changeover and is communicating with BT at a high level. Digital phones require power to work, as will the public payphone. Parish councillors and residents are encouraged to contact their personal providers to raise concerns re emergency contact during a power outage if no mobile signal is available or, in the case of several elderly, vulnerable residents, if they do not own a mobile. 
Jeremy G to produce a handout listing pertinent questions for residents to raise with their providers. This handout will be posted on the pc website with a link from the hub. It will also be distributed at the coffee morning on 20th January.
Mel Stride and John Farrand-Rogers to be contacted for support.
James has investigated over land alternatives, but they all require power. Linking the village hall to Starlink could be an option but requires more investigation and discussion
c. Emergency Plan – amendments approved. CPR training to be investigated for councillors and named co-ordinators.
d. D-Day 80 – the 6th June is a weekday and very close to May Day so turnout for any organised event would most likely be low. Therefore, the decision to have a bonfire in the orchard was overturned and instead, there will be a low-key commemoration with the flag being raised on the church and a peel of church bells. The national food theme for the day is fish and chips so The Cleave are to be made aware as they may like to offer fish and chip suppers
e. Coffee morning on 20th Jan – arrangements confirmed

6. Annual Parish Meeting – the meeting will be held on 11th April @ 7pm. Lis to book hall and send invitations. Sheila to arrange the refreshments

7. Defibrillator – The idea of purchasing an additional defibrillator was discussed but as a power supply is required there is no suitable location. The possibility of providing CPR training instead will be investigated. 

8. Finance 
a. The December summary was approved 
b. The 2024/25 draft budget and precept were discussed and agreed 

9. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting). 
None









10. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing:
i) 0002/24 Erection of front lobby, rear extension, solar panels, window opening and rooflights at Fursdon Barn. No objection.
b. DNP Planning Decisions - none

11. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended – Jeremy G met with BT and opened communications re the switch to digital 
b. Website
2022	2023
			Visits	114	213
		The Road Closures page was the most visited.
c. Orchard
· Memorial benches and picnic table are being organised
d. Village Maintenance
· Ongoing upkeep of the war memorial - pending
· Update re pothole repairs – the process with DCC is working. Local volunteers were out today and will be again on the 25th
· Parking by the Bishop Stone - pending
· Pullabrook flood – reported to DCC
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Very pleased with the new cradle swings
· The H&S sign on the tractor sign has again been removed. When the weather improves Kim will write/paint the wording directly onto the tractor.

12. Date of Next Meeting – 8th February 2024


