2023-24/16
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 14th December 2023 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Jeremy Hepworth, Henry Reddaway, Kim Bartlett, James Cater. Clerk: Lis Wallace. One member of the public.


1. Apologies for Absence – John Farrand-Rogers, George Gribble

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – minutes from meeting held on 9th November 2023 were approved

4. Correspondence
a. Request for placement of memorial plaque – Difficult to know where to best place a standalone plaque. Perhaps on the church wall? Suggest the requestor contacts the church wardens. 
b. Responses to request for support in purchasing orchard furniture – pleasantly surprised by the number of people wishing to donate a picnic table or memorial bench. 

5. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal – no progress, still with the Land Registry
b. Public phone box/BT – Jeremy G to contact BT, challenging their decision, whilst James investigates an “over the air” back-up plan. 

6. Emergency Plan – reviewed and re-issued. The question as to what constitutes an emergency and when the plan should be triggered was raised. Lis to investigate and come back with suggestions. 

7. D-Day 80 – as it is a weekday evening and so close to May Day the council agreed to keep any commemoration simple. A beacon/bonfire to be lit in the orchard. Lis to investigate the possibility of bell ringers.

8. Coffee morning, 20th January – the PC will have a table. Lis to draft a few visuals for councillors to approve.

9. Finance 
a. The November summary was approved
b. The increased village hall meeting room rate was accepted (up to £28 from £24). This increase is effective from 1st January 025.
c. Lis to investigate next year’s likely increase in insurance premium

10. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).

John Farrand-Rogers – although John was unable to attend, he submitted a report by email:
“I have come in for a bit of criticism recently for being “political”. By this they mean “party political”, because of course everything that a parish council does is political, in the sense of actually getting things done.  The problem is that when there are party-political decisions from central government that have a negative impact on our area, any criticism of these decisions will inevitably be seen as party political too.  I make no apology for that.  We do need to stand up more for our area.
Nothing very much has happened in Teignbridge with specific impact on our area.  There has been pleasing progress on developing a riverside trail running from Newton Abbot down to the sea, which should eventually link up with our Wray Valley Trail.   And there has been great excitement about family changing rooms at one of our leisure centres.  But I still do not see what they are getting so excited about.
Several local authorities have hit the headlines recently, because they have become insolvent and gone into administration.   This arises from the fact that local authorities generally are not receiving adequate funding from central government – and that is a political decision, of course.  There has been speculation in the media that Teignbridge could also be a victim, but we are assured that everything is under control, even if some of the resulting price increases are not what we wanted to see.”


11. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing
i) 23/0078 Work to trees, fell two silver birch: Brookside – no objection 
b. DNP Planning Decisions 
i) [bookmark: _Hlk152771771]0416/23 Heightening of chimneys, renewal of the roofing fabric and reinstatement of a small window, Foxworthy House – planning permission granted conditionally
ii) 0417/23 Heightening of chimneys, renewal of the roofing fabric and reinstatement of a small window, Foxworthy House – listed building consent granted

12. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended - none
b. Website
2022	2023
			Visits	142	185
c. Orchard
· Anonymous offer received to fund twice yearly tidy-up of the orchard. Tim and Kim to investigate possible contractors
· Kim attended the Orchard Link webinar
· Jeremy to put a sign on the gate inviting people to help themselves to a few pieces of mistletoe, in exchange for a donation in the tin fixed to the gate
d. Village Maintenance
· Ongoing upkeep of the war memorial - pending
· Update re pothole repairs – 37 registered with Highways, 14 filled, 8 committed to be filled in the New Year. The local pothole team have met and drawn up a plan for the New Year.
· Parking by the Bishop Stone – one vehicle in particular is permanently parked right in front of the stone, blocking it from view. Tim to speak with the owner.
· The drainage problem by Knowle Chase has been resolved.
· Fencing at Wood Park – the parish council has no objection to the fencing being replaced and will make a goodwill contribution of £100 towards the cost.
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· New cradle swings installed
· The new bench will soon be in position

13. Date of Next Meeting – 11th January 2024


