2023-24/14
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 9th November 2023 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Jeremy Hepworth, Kim Bartlett, James Cater. Clerk: Lis Wallace. Two members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence - Henry Reddaway, George Gribble, John Farrand-Rogers

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting –Minutes from meeting held on 12th October 2023 were approved

4. Correspondence
a. Request for additional Twenty’s Plenty signs to be installed at Wood Park – we are monitoring the effectiveness of the existing signs and will review once they’ve been in place for 12 months. 
b. Invitation for the parish council to join the Christmas tree event – there is no obvious theme for a parish council tree and so we are grateful for the invitation but will decline
c. Concern re public phone box not working during a power cut as gone digital – BT have responded to the council saying there is no problem with mobile network coverage in the village. Lis to respond to BT and to contact OFCOM

5. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter lease renewal – no progress, still with the Land Registry

6. Preschool
a. Tim and Sheila met with preschool regarding the latest complaint received re music being played in the nature garden. The reason given was that a new member of the team was in charge and didn’t know the rules. The seriousness of this issue was made very clear to preschool who confirmed that all members of staff will now be made aware of the rules and will adhere to them. Councillors to monitor and conduct spot checks.
b. Request to separate the orchard agreement from the village hall agreement - agreed

7. Annual orchard and play area inspection – The annual inspection has been held and the council expressed its thanks to Jerry Diplock for giving his time. In addition to replacement cradle swings (see point 12. e) a worn-out bench and picnic table both need to be replaced. Agreed to see if any parishioners wish to sponsor these items. If not, the council will purchase.

8. D-Day 80 Anniversary – Agreed that the council will organise something for 6th June 2024. Various ideas discussed and will be progressed at the December meeting. Lis to contact the fish and chip van re a booking.

9. Finance 
a. The October summary was approved
b. The purchase of Christmas cards to send to helpers was approved

10. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting). 
None in attendance but a short report was provided by John Farrand-Rogers:
“The Council has decided to renew the fleet of vehicles for waste collection, and this may help to improve the regularity of the service.   There was a move to opt for more sustainable vehicles, but the advice was that these were still being fully developed, and replacement vehicles are urgently needed.  Best to play safe.”

11. Planning
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing
None
b. DNP Planning Decisions 
i) 0386/23 Retrospective replacement of leaking septic tank with associated trenching, Woodlawn – granted conditionally






12. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended – See point 6 above

b. Website
2022	2023
				Visits	142	150
		The most often visited pages remain the Agenda and the Minutes

c. Orchard
· Tidy up planned for the 18th November 2023

d. Village Maintenance
· Ongoing upkeep of the war memorial – Richard Tooze has cleared a lot of brambles but due to the state of the fencing this was not easy. Councillors to take a look and review at the next meeting.
· Update re pothole repairs - 32 new potholes identified, photographed and logged with DCC.
The pothole team and James will be meeting at the pub to form a plan. Date not yet confirmed.
· Update re the replacement of the Bickley gatepost – Tim to visit the homeowner

e. Playground and Play Equipment
-       Regarding replacement cradle swings the 3 quotes were considered and the decision made to go with Rhino Play. Not only was theirs the lowest quote but the council has used them before and been happy with the products and service.

13. Date of Next Meeting – 14th December 2023

