2023-24/5
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 15th June 2023 

Present: Chairman: Tim Wakeham. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Henry Reddaway, James Cater. County Councillor: George Gribble. Clerk: Lis Wallace. Six members of the public.

The members of the public all commented with regards to agenda items.

1. Apologies for Absence – Jeremy Hepworth, Kim Bartlett, John Farrand-Rogers

2. Declarations of Interest - none

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – the minutes from the meeting held on 19th May 2023 were approved

4. Progress Reports
a. Bus shelter land lease renewal – Tim and Sheila met with the new landowners who have kindly offered to gift the land to the council. This offer has been gratefully accepted and land transfer documents are being prepared. The only caveat being that if the bus shelter is no longer required then the land be returned to the current landowner and that it be kept in good condition.

5. Drama Group request – a request for permission to hold a social picnic, with entertainment, in the orchard on 10th August was granted.

6. Lustleigh Society – the society has concerns re the future of the Gospel Hall and the Baptist Chapel and feels there is a need to ensure their history is preserved in some appropriate way. The parish council accepts these concerns and confirms they are and will continue to be taken into account when reviewing planning applications.  Regarding the Gospel Hall the parish council supports the owner’s planning application, rejected by DNP.

7. Finance 
a. The May summary was approved
b. As interest rates have increased the council agreed the need to capitalise and to open new higher interest accounts. The sum of £2,000 will be kept in the current Lloyds Treasurer’s Account, the sum of £5,000 will be moved to an Instant Access Savings Account and the remainder of council funds will be moved to a Fixed Rate 3-Month Account. This will be kept under review.

8. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).

George Gribble – George gave the clerk a typed report to be copied to the councillors.


9. Planning
a. Lustleigh Parish Council Decisions
i) 0239/23 Retention of buildings constructed within the domestic garden. A secure store for garden machinery and a photography studio for incidental home use, Robin Hill.  No objection, Subject to and applying: Policy 3.7 - Not to be used as ancillary accommodation and Policy 1.7 - Protecting local amenity particularly minimising impact on immediate neighbours
ii) 0247/23 Installation of solar panels to south facing side of outbuilding/carport, Wreyland Manor. No objection.
iii) 0264/23 Retention of landscaping alterations, Robin Hill. No objection, subject to conditions. In principle “no objection” but there is a known flooding risk from the original earthworks at the bottom of the site onto and over Knowle Road into a neighbouring garden. No drainage details on the submitted plans to mitigate the risk. Also subject to and applying policy 2.3 - biodiversity net loss (10%) to be addressed, policy 2.6 - protecting tranquillity and dark night skies. The site is highly visible from Trendlebere Down.




b. DNP Planning Decisions 
i) 23/0032 Work to trees: Wisteria Cottage – to fell a conifer tree. No objection.
ii) That Pound Barn has been used as a separate residential accommodation to Little Holme – Certificate of Lawful Use or Development issued.
iii) 0076/23 Detached carport, Sanduck Cross Farm. Conditional permission granted.



10. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended
- Tim and Sheila met with the new landowners of the land on which the bus shelter sits (see 4. above)
- Henry attended a village hall committee meeting and will organise for the parish council to see the annual accounts.
- James has attended DALC new councillor training and found it interesting and useful
b. Website
2022	2023
			Visits	380	147
c. Orchard
- Orchard Link Pruning Course – the £25 cost of sending a 3rd councillor on the course was approved.
d. Village Maintenance
-       Water leak at Knowle road junction – pending.
· Pothole repairs – a process is now firmly in place re identifying (using what3words) and reporting potholes. Yesterday the volunteer team filled 9 holes and have now run out of tarmac. More being ordered.
· Bickley gatepost - pending
· Wray valley trail parking -Tim to make contact with the owner of the horsebox to see if it could perhaps be parked elsewhere. 
· Request for dog poo bin to be sited by Wray valley trail – TDC have been contacted. Awaiting response.
e. Playground and Play Equipment
- A large hole has been dug under the tractor, but the spoil seems to have been removed and will need to be repaired. Tim will action this as soon as possible.
- The warning signs have been removed again from the tractor and need to be replaced or, the warning needs to be painted directly onto the tractor.

11. Date of Next Meeting – 13th July 2023


