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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 9th February 2023 

Present: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth. Councillors: Tim Wakeham, Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Martin Strudley, Alan Beare, Henry Reddaway. District Councillor Mike Jeffrey. Clerk: Lis Wallace. 2 members of the public.

A member of the public expressed concern at the work that has been taking place at Robin Hill and the disruption and inconvenience caused. Heavy machinery has been much in use and buildings have been erected without permission. 

1. Apologies for Absence – George Gribble

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting –minutes from the meeting held on 12th January 2022 were approved.

4. Progress Reports
a. Twenty’s Plenty road signs – the 2 signs purchased are now in position

5. Correspondence
a. Memorial Bench request - approved.
b. Mill Lane hedging - resolved.
c. Air ambulance access - noted.

6. Renewal of bus shelter lease – one solicitor’s quote has been received, a second is to be requested for a decision to be made at the next meeting. 

7. Review of preschool terms of use re the orchard – concern was raised regarding the condition of the ground directly outside the village hall meeting room. Constant use by playgroup has worn away the grass. It is unlikely to recover naturally and so will need to be reseeded and left to rest for a period. An additional paragraph to be included in the document regarding preschool’s obligation to protect the ground from wear and the revised terms will then be ready for presentation to preschool.

8. Coronation – Due to the 4th May election and proximity to May Day celebrations the parish council is not planning any specific event but is happy to make the orchard available to any residents wishing to hold a “street party” type picnic. 

9. Annual Parish Meeting (APM) – The normal parish council meeting will be held at 7pm on 9th March, followed by the APM, starting at 7.45pm.. Sheila and Jeremy to organise refreshments. Lis to invite local clubs and societies. 

10. Finance 
a. The January summary was approved.
b. Outstanding rent – agreed to write off outstanding rent from 3 Wood Park 
c. Expenditure of £36 on clerk’s DALC training re the election process –approved.

11. Reports from Visiting Councillors and PCSO - for information (items raised for decision will appear on the agenda for the next meeting).
Mike Jeffery – Mike informed us of TDC’s decisions re increased council tax on second homes and proposed use of drones in planning applications. 

12. Planning 
a. New Planning or Tree Work Applications at Time of Printing
i) 0030/23 Proposed single storey rear extension with minor internal alterations, Brookfield Cottage – no objection
ii) 0036/23 Change of use of agricultural land to garden land, Robin Hill – no objection with a condition that it is made very clear that there are no permitted development rights on this land
b. DNP Planning Decisions - None









13. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended
b. Website – up to date
2022	2023
			Visits	157	189
c. Orchard
· Orchard action group will reconvene soon.
· Tidy up very successful with a large amount of mistletoe removed, 2 new trees planted and some unwanted trees removed. Another day will be planned for May.
d. Village Maintenance
i) The pothole team repaired 8 holes on 9th Feb and more will be done in a fortnight’s time
ii) Bickley gatepost - pending
iii) Mapstone Hill flooding – a volunteer team will unblock several drains on 18th February and Scott Riddell from Highways has scheduled a visit in April with the appropriate machinery
iv) A fallen tree on the footpath to Church steps is causing difficulties for walkers. Permission was granted for some steps to be cut into the rock
e. Playground and Play Equipment
i) Tractor sign – is now in position.

14. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 9th March 2023 at 7pm, followed by the APM at 7.45


