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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES

Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7th July 2022

Present: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth. Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Henry Reddaway, Tim Wakeham, Alan Beare. Clerk: Lis Wallace. 10 members of the public.

Pre meeting public input:
The pre-school has proposed a change to the terms of use of the orchard for the holiday club, whereby instead of the nature garden being utilised for 4 hours in the morning it could be used for 2 hours in the morning and 2 hours in the afternoon. This would be limited to the youngest of the children who tend to be quieter. This change is deemed necessary to safeguard the children from off lead dogs, older boisterous children and other possible threats. Seven local families benefit from the pre-school and several parishioners are employed. The holiday club is the biggest source of income for the pre-school.

Melrose residents feel that each year there are requests for changes to the use of the nature garden and that this impinges on their ability to enjoy their own gardens and are an invasion of their space and peace. This is affecting the mental health of at least one resident. The area is no longer a nature garden but has changed into a general play area. Comment was made that the holiday club do not always adhere to the existing terms. The residents feel unsupported by the parish council and disrespected by the pre-school. The requested change to the structure of the 4 hours would mean that parts of the full day would be disrupted rather than just the morning. The noise from the nature garden, during the holiday club and also during normal term time, is highly disruptive and the residents of Melrose Terrace would prefer it not to be at the end of their gardens.

1. Apologies for Absence – Martin Strudley, George Gribble

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. To consider a request to change the terms of use agreement for the orchard pre-school holiday club
· Prior to this meeting Sheila and Tim held separate meetings with pre-school and with the residents of Melrose Terrace with the aim of listening to and understanding all of the issues and concerns. They reported this information back to the other councillors for consideration, but not decision. 
· Having read the reports from the previous two meetings (see above) and having listened to the points put forward prior to the start of this meeting, the decision of the parish council was to reject the request from pre-school for a change to the terms of use and instead to suggest a compromise.
· 
Suggested Compromise:
· To move the nature garden away from its existing location and to site it on the flat area adjacent to the village hall meeting room. This would be achieved in 2 stages:
Stage 1
· For 2022, the holiday club to continue to use the existing nature garden but only in line with the current terms of use.
· The area directly outside of the village hall meeting room to be temporarily fenced for use in the afternoons. The use of sheep hurdles was suggested.
· The temporary fencing must be removed every Thursday and then erected again the following Tuesday.
· The parish council offered to make a grant to pre-school to cover 50% of the cost of the temporary fencing.

Stage 2
· To request planning permission, including full public consultation, for the nature garden to be permanently relocated to the flat area directly outside the village hall meeting room.
· Thought will need to be given to ensure that although the fencing is permanent there continues to be access from the village hall meeting room into the orchard.
· Once the nature garden has been relocated the current area to be closed and returned to the orchard as a whole.

· Pre-school to discuss the proposed compromise and to give feedback at the next parish council meeting.
· The proposed compromise was acceptable to the Melrose terrace residents present at the meeting.
· Thanks were expressed to Tim and Sheila for the amount of time spent on this issue and for coming up with the suggested compromise.
· 
4. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday 14th July 2022
