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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES                         

Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 9th September 2021 


Present: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth. Councillors: Henry Reddaway, Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Alan Beare, Martin Strudley. County Councillor: George Gribble. District Councillor: Mike Jeffery. Clerk: Lis Wallace. One parishioner, keen to see the sheep return to the orchard (see below under section 9).


1. Apologies for Absence – Tim Wakeham

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – Approved

4. Progress Reports
a. Landscape review – a reply has been received from Mel Stride stating that he has written to DEFRA requesting an update and will get back to us when he has any further news. This item to remain on the agenda for October.
b. Signage on Bridge Park wall – a new DCC sign was fixed to the wall but removed overnight and has disappeared without a trace. A replacement sign has been requested.
c. Blocked buddles on Mapstone Hill – residents have agreed to keep the buddles clear.
d. Beating the Bounds – a request for a volunteer co-ordinator will be placed in the parish mag.

5. Correspondence
a. Painting – a small, unsigned painting, dated 1893, has been gifted to the council and will be passed to the archives.

6. Finance – July and August accounts approved. A Vat claim will be made for the DAAT mast and the replacement spring chicken. Thanks were expressed to Roger Davies who kindly contributed £100 to cover the cost of the paint used for the tractor and phone box. This donation will show in the September accounts.

7. Reports from Visiting Councillors:
George Gribble – pleased to see the Wrey Valley Trail signage issue has been resolved to everyone’s satisfaction. Potholes around Sanduck were a concern but now resolved. Thanks are due to Roger Clark and team for all the work they do. 

Mike Jeffery – TDC have not met since May so nothing to report.

8. Planning
a. Parish Council Response to Planning Applications
· 0441/21 Higher Coombe - new manege and associated groundworks. No objection but with two conditions.
· 0402/21 Cleave Cottage – garden room. Objection.

b. DNP Planning Decisions at Time of Printing
· 21/0035 Tree works, Greystones - no objection












9. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended – Jeremy G & Sheila both attended a meeting with the architect and potential buyer of Higher Coombe re the planning application
b. Website – up to date. Visits continue to increase year on year (Jul/Aug 2020 = 140. Jul/Aug 2021 = 237)
c. Orchard
· Grazing sheep is the most natural and effective way of maintaining the orchard and the parish council are grateful to Ellimore Farm who have kindly reviewed their previous decision and will continue to supply the sheep. Complaints re sheep droppings need to stop and it is essential that, when sheep are in the orchard, all dogs are kept on leads and under close control. Notices advising people that sheep are in the orchard will be placed on both entrance gates and on posts within the orchard. Notification will also go in the parish magazine and on the village hub.
· Maintenance. Due to covid the normal working parties were cancelled meaning that areas of the orchard have now become very untidy. Recently twelve volunteers worked hard (thank you) but many more helpers were needed to make a real difference. Martin to investigate hiring a contractor for a one-off clear up with the hope that parishioners will then volunteer their time for ongoing maintenance. Once we have a quote from a contractor, we will apply for a DCC grant but both George Gribble and Mike Jeffery offered to help should a grant be denied. 
· Apple picking is scheduled to take place on 2nd October
· Gate post and donation box – the person requested to replace the post is very busy, hence the delay. Sheila to see is Justin can do the job sooner.
· The Orchard Project have requested information regarding the history of the orchard, tree varieties, etc. Sheila to obtain permission from a knowledgeable parishioner for their contact details to be shared.
· Path from orchard into Pethybridge woods has one rock that is very high, and some parishioners have reported difficulty. Alan to take a look with a view to creating another step. 
d. Village Maintenance
Some potholes in the village and at Pethybridge have been filled. Mapstone is next on the list. More materials ordered and received, and the parish council expressed thanks to those volunteers who moved it. Alan plus one to attend the DCC course (Jeremy G has the details).
· The leat behind the Primrose Tearooms needs clearing. Jeremy G to approach a parishioner to ask if they could do the job, otherwise the councillors will action.
e. Playground and Play Equipment
· Insurance payment of £783 has now been received for the damaged spring horse. 
· The annual inspection is being scheduled.

10. Date of Next Meeting – 14th October 2021


