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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL - MINUTES

Minutes of the Parish Council held on Thursday 11th March 2021 by zoom


Present:  Present: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth, Parish Councillors: Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Tim Wakeham, Martin Strudley, Alan Beare, Henry Reddaway. County Councillor George Gribble, District Councillor Mike Jeffery. Lis Wallace and 2 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence - None

2. Declarations of Interest - None

3. Minutes of Last Meeting – Approved

4. Progress Reports
a. DAA Night Landing Site Project – the grant has been received and the tree works have been scheduled.
b. Grit Bins – Jeremy H to check to see if there is space for a bin near the Baptist church. If so, then George Gribble has agreed to fund one. 				ACTION: Jeremy Hepworth/George Gribble
The temporary bags near the Baptist chapel will be removed once the threat of ice has gone.
ACTION: Jeremy Grammer/Tim Wakeham
c. Parking for the Wray Valley Trail plus signage at various places in the village – George has visited and agrees something needs to be done re parking. He is still waiting for Highways to fix a date for a site visit. George also visited Mill Lane and will endeavour to get some signage put up about it being unsuitable for certain vehicles.							ACTION: George Gribble
The main problem with vehicles becoming stuck in the narrow lanes stems from delivery vans following satnav. Is there any way that certain lanes could be removed from satnav or otherwise marked as unsuitable? Lis to investigate.						ACTION: Lis Wallace
d. Ash trees at 1 Wood Park – Jeremy H has visited. There are no leaves on the trees and they currently look healthy. It was agreed that Jeremy will visit again, when the tree has leaves, to check for ash die-back.
ACTION: Jeremy Hepworth
e. Beating the bounds – It is too early to make a decision as to whether or not this could happen later in the year than normal.  Agreed to leave on the agenda for April.	ACTION: Lis Wallace
f. Dairy and post office – Mike Brewer has kindly supplied an update which Lis read out to the meeting. 

5. Correspondence
a. Bonfires – current guidelines from TDC have been posted on the hub and the website. Lis to put something in the April Parish Mag.					ACTION: Lis Wallace
b. A request has been received for Leap to hold events in the orchard. Leap wish to charge for the events and to then donate the monies raised to the village hall. The council feel that such events would be welcomed by the village but the deeds of the orchard state that no commercial activities should be held, i.e. no items or services sold. The way round this might be for donations to be requested rather than a fixed admittance fee. The council also feel that if the events are held in the orchard then some of the monies raised should be donated to the upkeep of the orchard. 						ACTION: Jeremy Hepworth

6. Future Meetings – from 7th May parish councils will no longer be able to meet remotely. It was agreed to hold the May meeting a week earlier than normal, on the 6th May, so that it can be held via zoom. The May meeting includes the annual parish meeting when the chairman for the coming year is elected, when responsibilities are delegated and when internal procedures and controls (including finance) are agreed. The location for meetings for June and beyond will be agreed at the May meeting.					ACTION: Lis Wallace
As no village organisation, clubs and societies have met over the last 12 months it was agreed that there will be no AGM this year.

7. Grass Cutting – Jeremy to contact Richard Tooze to see if he is still available for grass cutting and to agree a schedule.								ACTION: Jeremy Hepworth

8. Electric Vehicle Charge Points – an expression of interest has been made for a 100% funded charging point to be installed. Further discussion will be needed once more information is available. ACTION: Lis Wallace

9. Edward VII Post Box – the post box has been returned to the village and will be remounted once the wall has been rebuilt.

10. Robin Hill, Knowle Road – DNP are in communication with the owners regarding the earthworks.

11. Tree Works at Wreyland Manor – A horse chestnut, close to Wreyland path is to be pollarded. The tree has honey fungus and this pollarding may extend its life. 

12. Finance
a. Approval of monthly summary - approved
b. End of year accounts training for clerk – this has now been received and was very useful.

13. Reports from Visiting Councillors

County Councillor George Gribble 
George has visited Mill Lane and will endeavour to get some signage put in place re it not being suitable for large vehicles.
As a result of his pothole filling, Roger Clark has a large number of empty instant tarmac containers which Devon County have refused to take back. George disagrees with this and will personally arrange for the containers to be collected.
Complaints have been received re congestion on the Wray Valley Trail and concerns over the speed at which some cyclists are riding. 

District Councillor Mike Jeffrey
Mike gave a summary of the TDC meeting held on 22nd February 2021:
The cost of running the council is £15.3 M
Band D council will rise by 2.85% to £180.17 £5 per annum
Car parking charges will increase.
Councillors community fund will stay at £1000 reduced last year from £1500, some councillor’s did not take all of their allocation expecting it to roll over to the following year but the present admin decided this should not be the case and any remaining funds were taken from us and given to other charities.
Rural Aid will be suspended for 2020/21  and 2021/22, this was reduced last year to £20,000 from £40,000. Our area is not cover by rural aid now as it is administered by DNP
Councillor’s pay has been frozen again this year.
Regeneration investment including 2 hotels in Newton Abbot and Teignmouth will be funded mainly from prudential borrowing. The council recently received an in principle offer from the government  for future high street funding this is £9.5M
The largest cost of services for TDC is waste collection and street cleaning at £41.51 per head of population, there are 185 employees the total cost of running this dept is £10,487,340.


14. Planning
a. Planning Applications at Time of Printing
· 0065/21 Auberries. Replacement workshop/store area and glass covered veranda. No objection.
· 0047/21 Cricket Club. Installation of 10m column with 2 LED lights for DAA night landing. No objection.
b. Planning Decisions at Time of Printing
· 0006/21 Yeo Cottage. Variation of no.13 relating to permission for replacement dwelling. Granted conditionally.
· 0505/20 Lower Harton Farm. Certificate of lawful use. Granted.








15. Councillors’ Reports & Matters Brought to Councillors’ Attention
a. Meetings Attended - None
b. Website – the website has been reviewed and an accessibility statement added. Visits to the website continue to increase, from 56 in February 2020 to 141 in February 2021
c. Orchard – nothing to report
d. Village Maintenance – pothole filling is taking place. Over the last 12 months 68 holes have been filled.
Alan has dug out the drain by the fallen ash tree on the path leading down to the orchard.
e. Playground and Play Equipment – a parishioner has offered to make a replacement head for the spring horse. Tim to discuss this with Jerry Diplock.				ACTION: Tim Wakeham
The apple trees in the play area have been pruned.
Two replacement tyres have been sourced and will now be installed.	ACTION: Tim Wakeham

16. Date of Next Meeting  - 8th April 2021 @ 7pm (zoom)


Signed:


