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      LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council held in the Old Vestry
Thursday 09 January 2020 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT: Chairman: Jeremy Hepworth.  Parish Councillors:  Sheila Palmer, Jeremy Grammer, Henry Reddaway, Tim Wakeham and Martin Strudley. Mike Jefferies (District Councillor) George Gribble (County Councillor). 8 members of the public

Members of the public discussing the Wray Valley Trail and in particular N. Davies raising that the original plans authorised by DNP show an entrance onto the trail from Caseley Lane. This hasn’t been put into place and therefore it is contrary to the plans approved. D. Coyle, as a resident of Caseley Lane, raising objections to the implementation of an access from Caseley Lane on safety grounds and also due to lack of necessity. Caseley Lane has a steep incline and hair pin bends and is not suited to an increase in pedestrian, cycle and horse traffic. All local residents living on Caseley Lane have been spoken to and are in either in attendance at the meeting to oppose the suggestion of an access point or have written to the Parish Council expressing their objections on grounds of safety and on the basis that an access at that point is simply not necessary.

1.         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None 
 
2.         MINUTES & ACCOUNTS OF THE LAST MONTHLY MEETING ON 12 December 2019 approved
 
3.​         MATTERS ARISING not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda

a) Parish Councillor vacancy – Alan Beare being co-opted onto the Council, having been proposed by Jeremy Hepworth and unanimously voted in.

b) Rubbish bins in Orchard – emptying charges – Currently 3 bins in the Orchard – believed to be the old bin, the new bin and the dog waste bin. Teignbridge DC have indicated that from April 2020 they will be levying a charge of £11 per bin per week for emptying.  Councillors agreeing to remove the old bin from the Orchard asap and also to send a letter of objection to Teignbridge about the charges being levied for the remaining bins. Clerk to include in the next parish magazine article that these charges are to be levied and that the Parish Council are thinking of removing all bins from the Orchard if Teignbridge uphold their charging policy and to invite views and comments from parishioners on this subject.  

4.         CORRESPONDENCE

a) Malcolm White – Flooding outside Moorview – There is evidence of a brick having been wedged into the buddle that drains this area. If the brick is removed, the water will naturally drain away. Clerk to send email to M White suggesting that he clear the buddle hole to allow natural drainage.
b) Natalie Davies – Planning breach for Wray Valley Trail  - JG has spoken to DNP and it is not a planning issue as it is now about implementation and there is no requirement to go ahead with everything that is approved on a planning application. SP has spoken to Peter Burge (DCC) who has said it isn’t anything to do with DNP anymore and the first step for DCC on this issue would be to seek the views of the PC about whether an access point is requested and if it were requested, then safety investigations would have to be undertaken. Councillors agreeing that the safety issues that an access on this road would raise are very concerning and as the unanimous view of all of the local residents is that the access would cause difficulties for all road users and significant safety issues, the PC will write to DCC confirming that they do not support an access point onto the trail from Caseley Lane.
c) David McGahey – Wray Valley trail entrance / exit signage to the village – The information boards that are due to be erected at Brookfield do contain mention of the facilities in the village. These will be erected by the end of January. Whilst not specific signage to the village facilities, it does allow people using the path to be informed of local facilities.  The PC are aware that DCC are against additional signage, at least at this stage.
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5.​  	ACCOUNTS                                
 
1) Approval of monthly statement NOTED
2) Lustleigh Fund NOTED
3) Internal Auditor – this remains a work in progress

6.         VISITING COUNCILLORS REPORTS

George Gribble  -  Issues with Knowle Road. The County Solicitor has contacted the landowner to request that the drain blockage on private land be cleared. This is an ongoing issue and DCC are aware of the impact this is having on the road surface and are taking steps to try to move this forward.

Mike Jefferies – Budget meeting coming up. Likely to be an increase in council tax and car park fees. No increase (or reduction) in garden waste fee. Appointment of a climate change officer. Councillors Community Fund may be reduced from £1500 to £1000 p/a 
											
7a       PLANNING APPLICATIONS

586/19 Cleave Cottage - construction of single storey extension to north and east of existing cottage – No objection subject to the completion of an archaeological survey of the site prior to the start of work as per the condition in the planning approval of the previous application
												

​7b.	PLANNING DECISIONS at time of printing  
 
 None
  
8. ​	COUNCILLORS' REPORTS and matters brought to councillors’ attention
A. Meetings attended –  None
B. Website  -  2019 – 926 visitors, 3160 views. Dec 2018 15 visitors, 56 views. Dec 2019 72 Visitors and 190 views. Clear that traffic is increasing.
C. Orchard – The new bench donated by the Bavins has been delivered. New gate still needs to be hung. The old benches need to be removed, but could be restored by an enthusiastic parishioner if they had the time. Clerk to put something in the parish magazine offering for anyone interested in ‘upcycling’ the benches to contact MS.
D. Village maintenance – JG – will apply for funding to get new materials for the Road Warden Scheme. Will also consider the costings for purchasing a trailer or vehicle to be used by the Road Wardens for transporting the equipment around. This can be on the next agenda. Discussing the need for buddles to be cleared regularly and for people to take ownership. Suggestion that Bill Jackson could be asked to co-ordinate a buddle task force and JG will try to obtain a large scale map of the village on which the location of all buddles could be identified. This map would be a valuable resource and might encourage people to take more responsibility for local buddle holes. A copy of the map could be put on the village noticeboard and on the village website. 
E. Playground and play equipment – TW is looking to source some new tyres so that they can be installed under the see saw so that the minor remedial work identified in the annual safety inspection can be undertaken in the spring once the weather improves.
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