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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting held in the Old Vestry at 7.30pm.
Monday 09 January 2017
PRESENT: Chairman:  Sheila Palmer. Parish Councillors:  Lis Wallace, Jeremy Grammer, Jeremy Hepworth, Owain Davies and David McGahey. Clerk: Eleanor Barber. 0 members of the public.


1.         APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Dawn Molloy, Avril Kerswell and George Gribble.
2.         MINUTES & ACCOUNTS OF THE LAST MONTHLY MEETING on 05 December 2016 signed
3.
SIMON LEE – DNP RANGER – Thanks Bill Jackson for his work as a volunteer warden. Also looking forward to welcoming new volunteer warden, Roger Clark. Regular surveys of all the Rights of Way have been completed. Rights of Way in Lustleigh generally of a good standard. Hatherleigh Lane always needs a lot of work, but largely under control. No big works planned in the Parish. The Moor was busy over the Christmas period, 3 rangers working each day, except Christmas Day. Sadly, some persistent anti-social behaviour in the lower Haytor car park. To try to stem this, the chain is being put across the car park to shut it off occasionally at night, to try to break the cycle.  Simon has set up the popular and successful ‘Haytor Volunteer Group’ doing volunteer work in the Haytor area, on the second Sunday of every month. Volunteers meet at 10.30am at the visitor centre. Volunteers are asked to contact Simon in advance so that he can organise enough tools and biscuits.
4.
MATTERS ARISING not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda 
1) AGM date set for 12 April. No separate April meeting to be convened this year. Any urgent issues or planning applications can be discussed at a pre-AGM meeting if necessary, possibly convened at 7pm. Len Harvey to be asked to be the speaker again. Cheese and wine at the end of the meeting agreed as a good format. 
2) PC application for funding from the Lustleigh Show Committee. Subject to Sheila’s proposed amendments, it is agreed by all Councillors that the application for funding for the playground be submitted to the show committee.
3) Road Warden scheme – Roger Clark and Owain Davies have now completed the chapter 8 training. Victor Gough, who is the person at DCC in charge of the Community Road Warden Scheme is coming to have a meeting with local councillors from Lustleigh, North Bovey and Manaton to explain the support available from DCC. The meeting is in North Bovey on Monday 23 January. JG and SP will attend, as will Roger Clark.
4) Dartmoor Local Plan – One of the opportunities in the new plan may be for small villages to volunteer for small building developments. Agreement to wait until plan is issued and then look at it and consult with the village before making any decisions on whether Lustleigh may want to be involved in this type of scheme. 
4.         CORRESPONDENCE

1. Whitton – village maintenance – Parish Council has no powers in relation to the maintenance of privately owned land. The person raising the issue could contact the landlord to raise the issue direct.
2. Jackson – Parish Lengthsman Service – The Parish Council is interested to hear that Hennock are engaging the services of a self employed contractor to carry out work previously undertaken by the now much reduced DCC lengthsman service. They have budgeted £3000 for this service in the next year, which is to be funded through an increase in the precept. In Lustleigh, much of the work a contracted lengthsman would do is currently undertaken by local volunteers, however agreement from councillors that it would be useful to stay in touch with the Hennock PC periodically, and possibly invite the Chairman or Clerk to a meeting in 12 months time or so, to report back on the progress / success of the scheme.   
3. DNP – telephone box recommendation – The DNP recommendation to BT is that the telephone box is kept. This is in line with the request from the PC.
Papers circulated (some by email); TDC Local Development Framework documents, Development Control reports, DNP Planning & Community News, Village Green etc.
5.
ACCOUNTS                                

1) Approval of monthly statement 
2) Lustleigh Fund – £622 received from P Barker as the proceeds from the Boxing Day Duck race 2016. The Parish Council are very grateful for this donation to the Lustleigh Fund and to P Barker for all his considerable efforts organising this event over the years.
3) Precept – Agreement to increase the precept amount by £500 in 2017/2018 to £7,150. The justification for this increase is that Parish Councils are increasingly being expected to take responsibility for maintenance   measures that were previously covered by larger organistaions, such as the District or County Councils. The Parish Council considers that increases to the precept can be kept low, as fortunately, much of the work that is now required to be undertaken locally is carried out by local volunteers, however the PC approves the notion of a gradual increase over a period of time to allow the PC to meet the growing pressures of responsibility for maintaining the village.

4) CAB – Council approving a grant of £25 to the Teignbridge CAB, as their services cover the Lustleigh area and could therefore be a valuable resource to some parishioners.
6.         VISITING COUNCILLORS REPORTS


None













7.         PLANNING APPLICATIONS at time of printing  

0661/16   Mill Cottage Replacement of exisiting extension and internal alterations – No objection

PLANNING DECISIONS  at time of printing  

None













8. 
COUNCILLORS' REPORTS and matters brought to councillors attention

1. Meetings attended – None
2. Website – Last month, 31 visitors, 89 views, 77 from the UK, 11 from the US and 1 from Estonia.    
3. Orchard – More work has been carried out on Pethybridge Wood, resulting in very good feedback from residents in the village. There are a number of large holly trees that need to be removed to open up the area. It may be possible to get funding from MTMTE to cover this cost. The sheep have done a very good job of clearing the brambles in the orchard and giving it a healthy dose of fertiliser. Agreement that having the sheep in the orchard in the autumn is definitely the best way of keeping the orchard well maintained year round.
4. Village maintenance – Courtney Wright, together with Councillors JG and DMc have undertaken some exploratory investigations into the water leak on the village green. A leaking water supply pipe has been located and JG has a meeting on Wednesday 11 January 2017 with a leak inspector from SWW to discuss what remedial work will be undertaken now, given the problem with this area freezing in cold weather. It is not currently clear where the water supply pipe goes or what property it services.
A large pothole has been reported at the bottom of Pethybridge Hill, outside Oakhurst. DM to be requested to take a look and report to DCC.  
5. Playground and play equipment – The damaged playground fencing has now been replaced and is looking smart. OD, with some assistance from SP and DMc, undertook this work. OD recommending that some consideration be given to digging out an area 6 inches to either side of the fencing and backfilling with gravel, to prevent growth under the fencing causing damage to the horizontal slats, which would then require them to be replaced. OD has checked all playground equipment and it is in a safe state.
6. AOB – LW has had a letter through her door today about a 45 vehicle night time vintage rally coming through Hammerslake at around 3.45 am on a night in February. This event went through last year and caused considerable disturbance to a number of residents. Clerk confirming the PC have not been advised or consulted on the event. Agreement that Clerk will contact the organisers and lodge a complaint about the event, as it disturbed local residents last year. JG will contact the RAC to see if the rally has been properly authorised and approved. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 06 February 2017 7.30pm Old Vestry                                                          

