
611
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting held in the Old Vestry at 7.30pm.
Monday 03 October 2016
PRESENT: Chairman:  Sheila Palmer. Parish Councillors:  Lis Wallace, Dawn Molloy, Jeremy Grammer, David McGahey and Owain Davies. District Councillor: Avril Kerswell. County Councillor: George Gribble Clerk: Eleanor Barber. 1 member of the public.


Issues raised by member of the public: Resident at No.2 Woodpark requesting permission to lower a tree on the allotment land behind his property and permission to coppice / remove a tree that is very close to an inspection drain. SP suggesting that JH conduct a site visit on his return to look at the trees. This being agreed. MoP also raising concern about the state of the allotment at No.3. SP indicating that the report from JH (at No.3.2 below) suggests that the allotment is now 90% clear, and we need to give the resident at No.3 the opportunity to clear the remainder. JG indicating the PC are fully aware of the situation and further inspections will be carried out.
Issue raised regarding the proposed closure of the public toilets in Lustleigh. Information has been received by members of the parish that the toilets are due to close imminently. The PC have not been notified by Teignbridge of this. Significant concern about the closure of the toilets. George Gribble stating that he will ensure that the PC are consulted before any steps are taken to close the toilets. If the plan is to close the toilets, a robust response from the Parish Council will be necessary and it may also be necessary to consider alternate options if they are going to be closed.  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Jeremy Hepworth and Anna Klinkenberg.
2.         MINUTES & ACCOUNTS OF THE LAST MONTHLY MEETING ON 05 September 2016 signed
3.
MATTERS ARISING not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda 
1) War Memorial Deeds – No response was received from Royal British Legion to request regarding whether they wanted the War Memorial Deeds returned to them. Therefore, the Deeds have now been passed to the Lustleigh Society for safekeeping and the RBL informed of this.
2) Woodpark – allotment inspection / tree removal. Inspection took place on Friday 23rd September 2016. Report from JH. i)  The follow-up inspection of No.3allotment. Tenant has certainly made a real effort, and the land is 90% clear. Sorting the mess completely is a massive task, but Tenant did accept that things have stood outside for too long and most stuff is probably worthless. We should say "Well done for progress to date and we look forward to seeing further clearance on our next visit in 6 months time".  ii) Ash trees at No.1 allotment. These are healthy seedlings about 25 years old. They do not represent any threat to Tenant’s house and Tenant did accept that there was no real case for their removal. I then went to see owner of Southwold. The trees look more scary from his side and are close to his garage. Although he agreed they were young and healthy, he was concerned that the roots may not be that strong because of the amount of water that comes over them. I explained about the restored bund on Mapstone Hill that should alleviate the problem, and we agreed to monitor the situation. I said we would have no objection to him removing 3-4 large branches that were almost touching his thatch. He is also going to get a quote for us for reducing the height, although I said that would only gain us a few years.
3) Local government Boundary Commission proposals – GG and AK giving report. Total number of District Councillors will be increasing from 46 to 47. Under the proposal, Lustleigh will move from the Bovey ward to the Tedburn and Moretonhampstead ward. The concern is that we have built up good relationships with our District Councillors over the years, and Lustleigh benefits from our District Councillors having a good understanding of our local issues. A change in the relationship would disrupt a natural community and would sever a historic relationship, as parts of Lustleigh were within the Bovey Tracey parish until relatively recently. 
4) Drain clearing – The drain opposite Nutcombe needs heavy duty clearing to avoid flooding in the winter. GG asking for a copy of the emails sent to DCC and will try to conduct a site visit with Highways.
4.         CORRESPONDENCE

1. Teignbridge Council – Smoke free playground – There is no need for this in Lustleigh, and there is opposition to any further, and particularly unnecessary, signage.
2. Devon Communities Together – Housing needs survey – This is not something that the Parish Council wish to pursue, particularly as there is a capital cost to the Council.  
Papers circulated (some by email); TDC Local Development Framework documents, Development Control reports, DNP Planning & Community News, Village Green etc.
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5.
ACCOUNTS                                

1) Approval of monthly statement - approved
2) Lustleigh Fund – No change
3) Annual external audit completed

6.         VISITING COUNCILLORS REPORTS


See above













7.         PLANNING APPLICATIONS at time of printing  


0483/16   East Wray Barton Variation of condition 6 attached to decision 0581/15 – No objection

0492/16   Primrose House Additional dormers, rear extension and internal works – No objection

Other Planning issues


The Great Hall – JG is awaiting an update from DNP on progress.
Property… Unauthorised yurts that should have been removed by the end of September are still in situ and are still being advertised on AirBnB. JG will contact DNP enforcement about what steps DNP will be taking.


PLANNING DECISIONS  at time of printing   


None

8. 
COUNCILLORS' REPORTS and matters brought to councillors attention

1. Meetings attended – None
2. Orchard – Apple picking 9.30am 15 October 2016. Successful clear up day took place on 17 September.
3. Village maintenance – DM has reported two trip hazards on Wreyland path. DM has reported a section of sunken concrete outside Knowle Chase. DM will report the pothole at the top of Ellimore Hill.
4. Playground and play equipment – OD has completed his inspection. Everything is OK currently. All the easily fixable items have been fixed. Arising from the annual safety inspection, the swings need to be replaced in the medium term. Broxap (formerly Playline Design) have quoted £2650 + VAT for replacement A frame swings. ABC playgrounds (the people who used to run Playline) have quoted £1620 plus VAT. Merlin the spring dog could have the top replaced for around £400. This is preferable to digging out the whole item and its concrete base. There is nothing wrong with the spring or the base itself. The wooden fencing needs remedial work on the horizontal rails. OD has got quotes for the timber / nails - £102.08 approximately for materials. Work to be undertaken by OD and other Councillors. This is unanimously agreed. OD will organise this. The invoice should be made out to the Parish Council for VAT reclaim purposes. OD will also perform basic remedial work on the picnic benches. Clerk to contact Anna, Avril and George about whether they are willing to contribute from the Councillors Community Fund towards the replacement playground items. OD suggesting that we need to review the precept and start building a reserve for things like the playground / toilets etc. We have one of the lowest precepts in the county and one of the richest populations. 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 07 November 2016 7.30pm Old Vestry                                                          

