
LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 

Tuesday 21st April 2015
PRESENT: Chairman: Sheila Palmer  Parish Councillors; Jeremy Hepworth, Rupert Barker, Bill Jackson, Lis Wallace, Dawn Molloy and Jeremy Grammer.  Clerk: Eleanor Barber. District Councillors: Anna Klinkenberg and Avril Kerswell.  County Councillor: George Gribble  

1.             APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Patrick Barker, Hilary Gould, Sarah Vantreen and Owain Davies  
2. 
PRESENTATION OF THOMAS HICKMAN AWARD

-  Lily Bruce – Bovey Tracey Primary (not present) 
-  Isla McCabe– Moretonhampstead Primary 
3.  
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Wednesday 2nd APRIL 2014 – Approved and signed
4. 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES - None
5.         CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – SHEILA  PALMER
I am the Chairman of the Parish Council. My fellow councillors are Vice-Chairman Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer,  Bill Jackson, Rupert Barker, Lis Wallace and Dawn Molloy. This is an election year. All 7 of the current Councillors are standing and a further two candidates have put themselves forward, so we have a contested election for the first time in years.
In terms of planning, 21 planning applications been dealt with by the Parish Council in the past 12 months. Of these, 16 have been granted, 4 have been refused by the Applicants and 1 was withdrawn.
There are a great any people to thank. Firstly, William Jackson for looking after the Orchard, also Mike Brewer for mowing and Rob Hearne for the trough on the Village Green. Last but certainly not least, the marvellous Roger Clarke and Rod Wallace for the creation of the wonderful play tractor in the children’s play area and Jerry Diplock and Colin Lloyd for helping with the tractor’s installation and opening. There have been a small number of complaints about the red colour, which is sad, but these have been far outweighed by the many positive comments of the children who use it and a number of adults, and the colour can always be revisited when the tractor is ready to be repainted in years to come.   

Also, thank you to our clerk, Eleanor, who we are lucky to have, and Brett, who assists with the accounts. Also Henry Reddaway, our volunteer internal auditor. Without these people, it would be very difficult for the Parish Council to operate effectively.
Finally, a reminder that the Parish Council is a democratic body that exists to represent parishioners. The best way to let us know your views is to tell us. All parishioners are welcome to attend the monthly Parish Council meetings.      
6.       UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS 2013/2014 – noted and approved.  
7.       REPORT FROM DEVON & CORNWALL CONSTABULARY:  PCSO  PAUL WILSON
One change to the neighbourhood team in the last year, there is a new Police Sergeant, PS Mark Ruston, who is the new neighbourhood team leader. There have been a total of 10 crimes in Lustleigh in the past year. Of those, 1 attempted outbuilding theft, 4 actual outbuilding thefts, fraud, criminal damage, 1 drink and driving  and some reports of dogs out of control.  There have been a number of thefts from vehicles over the moor and several in Pullabrook car park, so it is worth being wary when parking and ensuring nothing is left on display. 













8.       REPORT FROM DNP RANGER (Report given by Bill Jackson, in his role as a volunteer ranger).
The winter weather was far more agreeable than is often the case, without snow and with low rainfall, so fewer problems with paths getting washed away. There have been some problems with wind and a great number of trees down, these are slowly being dealt with and paths are at least passable.

Over the last couple of years, the ranger service has been depleted from 11 rangers to 9, which means matters are not dealt with as quickly as has been the case in the past. The forecast for the ranger service is not good. 28% of funding lost from DeFRA, and there are likely to be further cuts whichever flavour of government is in power after the general election next month.
Would like to thank all the people who report the problems with paths to me. Vicky and I do what we can between us and involve the ranger service when the problems are too tricky for us to resolve on our own.

9. DR ALEX DEGAN – MORETONHAMPSTEAD HEALTH HUB

The Hub has been renamed Moretonhampstead and District Hospital and Services.

The in-patient facility at Moretonhampstead Hospital has now closed, but there are still services being operated from the hospital. The aim of this is to enable people to access as many services as possible locally. The services currently offered include Dermatology, Rheumatology and also Strength and Balance classes. Looking to offer blood transfusions and intravenous injections in the hospital in the future. The trust are considering any expressions of interest for running services from the hospital. 

Not as far forward as we would like to be, but certainly further forward than we were last year and looking to progress further. Over the next year, the speed will increase and the number of services on offer will increase.

10. REPORTS FROM VISITING COUNCILLORS
George Gribble 
Devon County Council report: The cutbacks within DCC will need to continue. 8000 miles of roads to maintain, on the case for potholes, but the local roads are not the priority over the major routes unfortunately. 2% increase in DCC Council Tax. DeFRA funding cuts will unfortunately be hitting the National Parks hard, as all the services are receiving less money. 

Teignbridge report: Council tax freeze for the 5th year in a row  
Anna Klinkenberg – 
18th year as a District Councillor. It is always lovely to come out to Lustleigh, as although small, it is always a great pleasure to hear how well attended the wide variety of activities are. A current issue is the charge to be levied for the green waste collection, which is likely to come into force at the end of the year. This is a concern to some, but will benefit those who recycle their own garden waste or who do not have a garden. 

Avril Kerswell

Been a district councillor for 18 months. Still feel like the new kid on the block. Hope to be re-elected on May 7th. The waste scheme will roll out from September. Will be able to recycle a lot more items once the new scheme comes into force, including thick cardboard and coloured plastic. 
Pleased to have been able to use monies from the Councillors Community Fund to pay towards the new playground equipment and also towards the Moor Merriment event. 

11.       REPORTS BY LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Lustleigh Garden Society (formerly the Horticultural Society) (Ann Harvey)
1st Lustleigh Scouts (Pete Harvey)
LADS  (Read out)
Lustleigh Commoners Association (Jeremy Hepworth)

Lustleigh Parish Magazine (Jeremy Hepworth)
Lustleigh Show Committee (Cynthia Sedgeman) 
Lustleigh Society (Peter Mason) 

May Day Committee (Abi Carroll)
Music Society (Alexa Mason)
Parochial Church Council (Alicia Pepperell) 
Pre-School and Playgroup (Eleanor Barber) 
Rifle Club (Mike Farrant) 
Village Hall Committee (Jeremy Hepworth) 
Women’s Institute (Audrey Jenkins) 
No reports received from Cricket Club, Drama Club, Lustleigh Baptist Church, Royal British Legion
12.   James Paxman – Former Chief Executive of Dartmoor Preservation Association
November 2005, found out I had the job at the DPA.  When I mentioned having this job, people were less than complimentary about the DPA. Why? The DPA has been involved in lots of things over the years. Disputes arise when people’s interests and visions for Dartmoor do not match. The DPA was actively involved in contentious issues in the early days of the DNP. Initially, the DPA had a strong campaigning voice and this coloured the way the DPA dealt with issues. Rights of Way legislation at the turn of the century was a really important development for Dartmoor. DPA chose to pursue their campaign on this issue in a somewhat strident and insensitive way, which had the effect of upsetting a lot of landowners.
The DPA now have a different approach. The one thing most people can agree upon is that the essence of Dartmoor is being in a big landscape, which can be humbling and uplifting. For most people, they get this experience on foot. This should be available to as many people as possible. For younger people this is often through the Duke of Edinburgh scheme or Ten Tors. I discovered that for some children, whilst they wanted to take part in these activities, they couldn’t afford the equipment. A pilot scheme was run by the DPA last year to fund boots and socks for some underprivileged children. This has been expanded to 40 children this year. This is something the DPA are very proud of.
When people ask what the DPA is for, the answer is that the DPA is not government. Why is this important? Firstly, because it is not subject to the vaguaries and whimsies of government spending cuts, and secondly it is that the DPA is run by its members, so is not subject to fashion or popularity and can work to maintain Dartmoor as it is, for our children and grandchildren.

Meeting concluded 9.00pm
 …………………………..  
Chairman  

Date

