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LUSTLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the monthly Parish meeting held in the Old Vestry at 7.30pm.
Monday 06 October 2014
PRESENT: Chairman:  Sheila Palmer. Parish Councillors: Jeremy Hepworth, Jeremy Grammer, Rupert Barker, William Jackson and Dawn Molloy. Clerk: Eleanor Barber. 2 Members of the public. Discussion regarding the planning application in relation to The Great Hall.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE . Lis Wallace, George Gribble (County Councillor), Anna Klinkenberg and Avril Kerswell (District Councillors)
1. MINUTES OF THE LAST MONTHLY MEETING & ACCOUNTS UPDATE ON Monday 01
September 2014 agreed and signed.

2. MATTERS ARISING not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda
Councillors Community fund –new signs and/or new gates for the churchyard suggested as possible projects for funding under the Councillors Community Fund. DM to look at the state of the wooden Parish Council signs and see how many need replacing. RB to seek quotes for the replacement gates at the Church, ideally oak gates made locally.
Beating the bounds 2015 – .Three leaders have volunteered to lead a section of the Beating of the Bounds. One more leader and some deputy leaders still needed.
3. CORRESPONDENCE
1st Lustleigh Explorers – request for voluntary project. Suggestion that the Explorers could clear a section of the leat from Pound Cottage to the Mill. Clerk to contact Chris Whitehead to confirm. 
4. ACCOUNTS    








Approval of monthly statement   Noted
Lustleigh Fund.  Noted.
5. VISITING COUNCILLORS’  REPORT   
None
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS at time of printing   
0475/14 The Great Hall –  Retrospective alterations and use as a holiday let OBJECTION. Reasons:
The application is based on DNP’s policies DMD 9, conversion or re use of non residential buildings, and DMD 44, provision of tourism accommodation – conversion of non residential buildings to provide holiday accommodation.

The plans submitted show the existing building as the new structure and there is no plan showing the original summer house. If the plans had been submitted correctly in the first place, that is prior to construction, the original structure would have had to be shown alongside the proposed alterations. It is difficult to fully assess the application for ‘alterations’ without having an original plan against which to consider these.

It should be noted that none of the elements of the original building were evident or visible during a site inspection with the agent and householder present.

The conclusion of the Parish Council is that the original building has been entirely demolished, with the possible exception of some of the original foundations. 

The application in its current form is fundamentally flawed, as the former single storey outbuilding has been demolished and a new two storey residential property has been erected. This does not comply with the intent of DMD9 or DMD 44 and is contrary to DNP policy in respect of the erection of new dwellings within the National Park.
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Any application should be dealt with on the basis of an application to erect a new two storey dwelling with permission to use the same as a holiday let. The Parish Council strongly object to the current application on the basis that it is a flawed and inaccurate application seeking approval for a structure retrospectively that would have been unlikely to be granted approval prior to build.

It is the view of the Parish Council that to grant the current application would set a dangerous precedent in terms of other unauthorised developments within the National Park. 
Agreement that the Parish Council may send a representative to the DNP Committee meeting if considered necessary to rebut any additional information that is or may be raised by the applicant or agent.
0510/511/14 Yeo Copse – Improve entrance and create new roadway – No objection
0516/517/14 Old Post Office – Removal and demolition of concrete wall – Support – Reason: Enhances the overall aesthetic of the conservation area.
PLANNING DECISIONS  at time of printing   

0394/14 Highbury Air source heat pump and solar panels - GRANTED 

7.  COUNCILLORS' REPORTS and matters brought to councillors attention

1. Meetings attended  - None
2. Orchard  -.Successful apple picking day 04 October. Crop was 50% down on previous years. £75 paid for the apples. Pruning session and bramble bashing session scheduled for 08 November. If weather forecast is very poor, work will be postponed to 15 November. The final grass cut of the year will take place within the next week. After the final cut, sheep may be put into the orchard for a two week period.  
3. Playground equipment and equipment maintenance – Meeting regarding the new tractor held on Saturday 04 October. The space needed is 5m by 4m, which doesn’t fit in the current space available. Consensus that the playarea should not be enlarged and therefore there may need to be reorganisation of the existing equipment to make space for the tractor. Jerry Diplock, Health and Safety Consultant, is coming to undertake a site meeting on 14 October 2014 when location and alterations to existing equipment can be finalised.
4. Village Maintenance – Devon Highways are sorting the spring below Well Park within the next week.
DATE OF NEXT PC MEETING –   Monday 03 November 2014 in the Old Vestry at 7.30pm                      

